Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for general ions on library shelves before il was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

Il has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often diflicult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parlies, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the plus We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a b<x>k is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 

countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means il can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's hooks while helping authors ami publishers reach new audiences. You can search through I lie lull text of this book on I lie web 
at |http : //books . qooqle . com/| 



<) 



8 A 







<\ 



8 A 



A 








L E T T E R S 



TO T H & 



DIRECTORS and PROPRIETORS 



o r 



EAST-INDIA STOCK* 



AMU 



tO THE RIGHT ItoXOiritAiil 



EDMUND B U R K & 



London; 

Printed for J. FIELDING, No. * 3 , Patcr-Mfter I^t. 



M.DCC.LXXXH* 






\t". \ 



> r 







£ 









t \ 



> ■• 



: . v 



r • f 



To the DireSiors end the Proprietors of 

Eaft-India Stock, 



*' ■ 



Gentlemen, 



i 



£ A RNESTLY recommend the following 
letters to your candid and difpaffionate perufal. 
They are written with no view to party. The 
queftion foon to be determined is, Whether you 
fhall tacitly eftablifh a precedent of the moft 
dangerous tendency, or refift it effe&ually in the 
firft inftance. A right honourable Member of 
the, Houfe of Commons^ from whom I fhould 
have expe&ed more attention to the rights of 
Englishmen, has told us, that the Court of Pro- 
prietors have nothing to do in the removal of 
Mr. Haftings. Before we confider the very ex- 
traordinary merits of our Governor-General, be- 
fore we know any thing of the man intended 
to fucceed him ; let us determine how far a Vote 
of the Houfe of Commons is to bind us. — Every 
lawyer in the kingdom, every honeft man, will 
tell us, that a Vote of the Houfe of Commons 
is not binding upon any chartered Company in 

this 



( a ) 

this kingdom, r bt indeed upon any individual 
their own members excepted. If the Legiflature 
fliould think pr6per to deprive' us of the feWices 
of Mr. Haftipgs* we mjift of courfe fubmit ; 
but let us not remove fuch a man ourfelves 
Without the deareft con vi&ion of the wifdom 
and expediency of the meafure. — The SwalloW 
packet is fortunately arrived : (he will bring in 
a complete gelation of the affair of Bfnarps ; (foe 
will bring down the tranfactions in Bengal t6 
the commencement of the prefent year. I^afc 
the difpatchesbe coolly and confiderately read : 
let Mr. H^ftings's merits be impartially confided 
red — let the charader of his intended fuccef&r 
be fairly canvafled; and then Jet us come to .a 
^determination upon a point, in which not only 
our future welfare, but our very exiftence will 

* i 

depend. 

I am, 

* 

Gentlemen, 

Your moll obedient humble fervaniv ' 

. . • • , .. .' 

An Independent Proprietor* 
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TO THE 



PKQPRIETORS of EAST-INDIA STOCK. 
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)HE prefent critical and ktcitfting fituation of your 
affairs, renders it particularly incumbent on every Propri- 
etor of India-ftock to attend to the proceedings of Parlia- 
ment on this important occafion. On the refolutions they 
sift afeout to take, the profperity of your affairs abroad; and 
yttttrexi&race as a Company, materially depend. In your 
capacity of Englilh fubje&s, you have a right to watch the 
eonduft of Parliament, and in that of Proprietors it is your 
ifiteireft ti> be peculiarly attentive to it. Whilft this right 
irexercifed, and this intereft affcrted with decency and re- 
f|>Q&, I have not a doubt of yottr* reprefentations being' 
Hftfcncd to with attention. The fentiments of fome of his' 
lykfcfty's prefent minifters, regarding the Company, have' 
lie W warm if* fupport of their chartered rights, ancHibcral' 
infprefefilng a defire to free them froth the (hackles of go- 1 
v^rftment: with thefe affurances, we have every rcafontot 
hope they will not adopt any meafurer that are an invafion* 
<# the fights the^ profefs to defend, or an infringement of 
the freedom ttey profeft to encourage. * .- - - t'-- 1 - 
t -*---•; " L ' B From 
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* LETTER. I, 

From the refoluti ons which hav e been p r o pofcd to Par* 
Hament by the Chairman of the Seleft Committee, and from 
opinions which have been very freely given, it is generally 
underfjijod that Governor Hidings i|3 the fcfefeot Supreme 
' Council will be removed.' This removal n\ay be effe&ed, * 
according to the aft of 1774, by petition to the King from 
the Court of Directors, or by a new aft of Parliament for 
the reafons to be affigned therein. In either cafe, the peti- 
tiifcworthc aft will go ~t& the eftaWiftung of fcrae deJiofi 
quency in the parties, or fome irifufficiency in the appoint- 
ments. *The refolutiona ef the- Secret Committee fpeak 
plainly in terms of difapprobation of Mr. Haftings's politi- 
cal conduft; an^they revert t£ masters, fo Jar back as the 
year 1772. What Mr. Haftings's conduft hath been, how 

wa»k«pafc to ^ tftWv^^igvJioiKJbpx &Ho4n«d:«|hjft fcte 
*wr*tye ftppotf: tkzfjpipxi? t^s ;fi a,yf t !«« jfcfc not m^ B ^^ 

m $Jm*W*& aW«Wfe" w* * XKipeffBe, : Whafc J^e^ft 
^jd *r$i is, tyd W^be Wi^ ^jfecFlPBri^QMJW * ftfl* 

W*F BWRW «SMlff#fc* top *iwtf «p«*fc Ae^hMWi 

•fly other, as often as.thsftf MV wMw^i»PfilUi«. «tJwb 
c-r;-I Proprietory 
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Proprietors, tbe f p«flrcr of the fetter gnuft be aftaHtikrttd j 
Md #hen they h**t toft the power, I w*«M advifetheitf to 
*tij*c}tlilh the rtfponfibiHty ; but if the right of nominating 
tkeir ofo* fervantrbe yet flowed the», I would thrfn moft 
Hrhdtiy eaftre&l them to be te?y e'wCwnfpeA in the exercifr 
*P*ti rf tfnt&it thctH to confide* the hazardous ffep, nr tfatt 
firft irrfiatwe, -lrfscftaHiAg, at thi» janftwre, fb old ahdable * 
fervant as Mi?. Haflfiugs ; md in the fecdnd, of fendualg out 
i fet of men who are ftrangerf to the country, its krira, iee 
tanner*,' ta cufc>tt»£ iahguage, and politics* Admitting 
that fomepactiof MiL'Hvftihgs's eonduft may be exceptions 
able, are there not many which have received and defcrve 
applaufc ? His abilities are conft ffed, even by his enemies, 
and his integrity they cannot accufe. Will the Propri&oA 
remove fuch a man ? And is there no medium between cen- 
fure and drfmiffion ? 

If Parliament we*e t»f*knt*Af a&they&em to intend, 
for the guidance of the Company's government in India, 
I think one may venture to pronounce, from Mr. Haftings's 
conduit, in the two firft years of his government, that no 
man would adhere, <nore tfriclly to* their orders. Whilft 
life enjoyed the confidence of his mafters, they never found a 
***e obedient o# a .ttitire : cajkibfeffervarrtv \v*he£<S6veri*. 
toed* ftwerJeted, atjd farrfcduedd 1M UttfortUnate cVmtefte ni 
^Stp^.CetfWtr/ W&feh fr»6lte'4 the JDireftdrs thcrt; 
ftUte**fe party 4eu3*,3Md whetwrffe: invUfibteagencjr df'Nni 
riifters fcrved to increafe them, kvfein^eVate acts artrfheaM 
wete tfce\ <^fe^iiences both at h«*ne and abroad; Ifnd in 
ihfrfatorvd*\yfctmhen?pm Or^fyfte^ffl w4fr'p<ArflredY but 
ISdfee -ft%*4* t*rteVolent interior* of PartftftfcrfTto : guit4 
*g4fe& jfotttfe error frtbrt p*ft e*p*rie l nce, tftifl tb pH&fiU 
the made of gefrerriirig theft dtftaiit provinces witfr thd 
gwtfift poffibfo Qtotiriwg? to ' ttaftttt,'-! won!* fdbririt i i- to 
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their confutation, and that of the Proprietors, whefehet 
thcfe ends are likely to be anfwered by fending otter Arim* 
gers into that country. If the Proprietor* Yhootd beof opi- 
nion, that there are no fervantt lit that c6lMty, ftnr in this, 
who are worthy of a place in the Supreme Council* /and if 
they think that no fct of men can have refided* in India 
without being rendered unfit for fucha ftation, or that th^ 
Legislature, with the power to appoint, teth alfo the power 
to endue others with knowledge, integrity, abilities, and 
experience, then let them join in the prefent mcafures, and 
try the fatal experiment of recalling Mr. Haftings. 



An INDEPENDENT PROPRIETOR, 
April i ft, j^Ss; 



» t » 



LETTER n. 



I 



N a letter I addrefled to you a few days ago, I gave my 
reafons for calling your attention to the prefent fituation of 
your affairs; and in the hope that my humble labours. may 
not be unacceptable, I (hall venture to dedicate them a 
little longer to your fervice. 

The fubjeft which is now theob}e& of enquiry and de- 
liberation, hath, under different circumftataceg, engaged 
the ferious confideration of the Proprietors and Parliament 
Mar twenty years. It is a fubjeft, however, fo difficult to 
be understood, it hath given rife to fo much controverfy, 
and it hath fo excited the pafSoos and prejudices of all or- 
ders 
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ders of rriertj <that it is not to be wondered at If many fcrro- 
neooa ©ptaions have been entertained, and fome falfe fyftems 
*d o ptc&f ofiot "fime £> much argument bath already been 
luged* land fo*»uch reafoniog hath already been employed, 
> that Ac ctear^^underftanding is puzzled, a few fads may, 
perhaps, taffcefs the mind more, forcibly than maoy argu- 
ments. If, 'alio* experience is more fure than theory, and 
that f*ture effc&s may be judged of from fimilaf caufes 
which have already occurred, a plain recital of fome paft 
occurrences, may, perhaps, lead us to a truer judgment of 
the fubjecV <bful any other mode of inveftigatiotu 

In the year 1 763, your Government of Bengal was en* 
gaged in a war with Coffim Ally Khan, and Sujah Dowlah, 
that threatened the exiftence of the Company in' as great a 
degree as the prefent war with Hyder AHy and theMah- 
rattas. The politics of the late Mr. Henry Vanfittart, 
were, at that period, as much delcried as thofe of Mr. 
* Haftings are now ; and he, who hath fince been acknow- 
ledged to have borne a moft excellent character, was then 
traduced, afperfed, and reviled with all the rage of party. 
In 1764* you judged it expedient, for the fafety of the 
Company's pofleflions, and the reformation of the greateft 
-enormities «(a* they were then called,) to fend out the late 
Lord CUve, at the head of a Select Committee, with fpecial 
V powevs to reftore peace, and correct abufes. Upon their 
. anrml in 1765, they found the enemy vanquished, and 
peace reftored 1 but the work of reformation they repre- 
ie&tad assopet>f the labours of Hercules, and compared the 
fettkinejit of Calcutta to the Augeean liable. There was 
haniiy a [term of abufe in the Englifh language, which they 
dfid not apply to the fervants of that time. At the begin- 
n'mg>of 1767, his Lord (hip, had finifhed the great work of 
i'j ' " re for* 
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refom>ation>:ao<i eftabUftfte&'th? pacific iyftftp fo J»tfch ap* 
plau^ded fince« ,♦ ....,,*». . v' • :U •'.,». im t 

In KWtf. few y€4rt after ,h\*,*r4H&&. : T^\qti i %bi$ 
truly grc%t.man and his colleagues were ?rjNu&$d;hy P*** 
liarocnt ; and fuch was the violence, of the pteceediagj, and 
the ttmfgj; of thofe time*, &# the vety uiat>H#ty> * **** 
years before had received regards ^ixi prajft* of the.QwRr 
I>any> boftotir* from his King, «ftd was ftil^d the ^fctarren 
bo*n General," was on the point of being ftripptd of ail his 
laurels, and was reviled as a plunderer and .* wwlcaw.i-*** 
'The language he had held to the Court $f £)if«£hfrs tfgaioft 
tjtfir fcrvants, was retorted upon him, and he faw, audita* 
fefle4 ihejnjuftice he had ^ofrthem* la tbe*en4]be..wa* 
acquitted; and we have feefc i^en, JiVlheMerjr.famftFailii* 
ment, who then pcrfecuted h'ift) with rigour* afrd wtre cwk 
neft for his coriderjMiitiQo,:notf eager; to dt>3dfttce,to*im 
memory, and retraft their farmer opimortsw . •»> - rj. ; 

The pacific fyftens, tfhkh bath been : lately sdebwrtedat 
the only true one for the intereft of thd CazripaBy, atari 
voder which w£ have been faid tt* prolper, and be. affl d e g r j 
h^d not been eftabliihed above four ycfor s, jwfcen* ir nrcri 
found to be fo very defective, that an extraordinary arfd 
new corooufikm was granted to three SuperVuor s v w th con* 
troufing powers over all the fcltlements. The oofdrtdtiaU 
fate of the . Aurora prevented our knowing the coofeqa&oe 
of this fcherae, • - : \ v i " 

In two years after this event, it appeared, tbc^CompBajr 1 
were upwards of two millions in debt, and ofaUged to th&otf 
tltsmfelves into the ha«ds of government^ to prarctit £ 
bankruptcy. At tbU ^alarming period, Mfo Cartier} 4 ond** 
of the beft, and.moft amiable men in the wonldy via* fen 
yerely cenfured for drawing bills on the Company, and he 
and feme members of the Council were harfhly difmiffed* s 

Mr.- 
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Mr. Haftings was then looked up to as the only man who 

cattiMjMttfUMMEftai *fia«u-*fti for dm pw^ofe was fci* 

from your Presidency of Madras to Bengal. He joftified 
your choice ; and by a moft diligent exertion of his uncom- 
mon abilities, he found' tefources to pay off your enor*. 
QM»» debt <rf two wliicmt and an half, and to' rtftore yo& 
from bankruptcy to affluence* r He received the warroeft 
tha&ka t>f .y pur Directors,, and far two years they were la~ 

in i the. year 1774 your affairs wcro again canVaffed by 
Piaviiahient, . and a* • aft paffed, which put the government- 
ofrBengai^ and ail yoar fetttenjents on an entire new fooe^ 
jag; Wa«|^the«ffefisof this'pbtt have been, I need not 
iriaaetriauffice it today* that in the prefent year, 1782, you 
accoagatabfiangtit hefhfs the tribunal of Parliament; and 
if, as it is.aaul^ the pcefept gow mment of Bengal, like all: 
fobqtr dMin^iatftiations, are to be reviled and difrnkffid, you 
j&aja) ea^teftlwhay* thner^ or; five gen tie men fent out, .who* 
naaytbaafiajpolitical ejtifteno©6f fc.inany'yeais 2 and how 
loag. riqt gifaoriitaQnaachchange of into and meafuree may 
laft^iomtliofy how foori; it -Aajr {hit ah cod to your own 
Ciiftmce^is ^afprobktn that may, pethaps, be (hortly re* 
(ohteiin :r.v .. /» ..,,..--; 

• ifcfcattctake aaotber opportunity to remark upon the fafts 
I-zfasutoitodited, and for the prefent I fhall only obfervc, 
tfa** tbey plafaaty (hew the- great difficulty of dircfting the 
&V$n&wtomtiirf:i{b yery remote,- isow Very, fki&nating? 
ajadnWKcr^aiTCfhd opinions of men. mtoft be on fuoh diftaot 
tefi&$HBUU aad that the miniftdrial pbn of 1 774 hath beta 
ftanM^ttrfftoutofaity 

. r.j ;.; yoiii c A . :or. . £ j^ EP E N p£ NT p^RlETO^ 
April**/ t£**i : ai - 
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LETTER III. 



AN my laft Letter I gave you a. fuomary detail o& your* 
affairs, and the various plans which had been tried' ib* 
the laft twenty : years : I thereia fheJtred jyrnj,vwfaat dif«?> 
ferent opinions had prevailed of the fatoeiaaymtidiSatttitr 
times, what a variety of means had, been purfueifor the 
fame end, apd how inadequate they had approved: I thefr 
drew one general conclusion, which was, the difficulty of* 
judging of the moft proper meafures to be adopted for tjhe 
government of?fo jemotea country • and I fhallnow tater 
leave to.be more particular in/my inference, and eadt$posi& 
to apply Ae paft. examples to theprefentoec^&a»^. j: l„ , t 
I fbink the -f referit fituation of Bengal. may* be aptly; 
compared to what it was in the year 1764, f when the hie 
Lord Clive and his SeleA Committee were, fen t*aut-tb«*t 
ftore peace and cm reft abufes; A dangerous ^and rapeafwel 
war was jirft concluded at that time, and tjje peace they ' 
went out to maKe, they found eftablifhcd opuhet{3amvah> 
From the laft advices by the way of Buflbrah we are id* 
formed, hoftjKties had virtually reafed between 'thei; fifafe- 
rattas and General Goddard ; thatMhadijee Scincfcfchadcofa-l 
eluded a treaty, and was going with Mu Anderson to Jlt^J 
gotiate a general peace at Poonab ; that ; tbeorNizam audi 
MhoodajeeBhooiJah had alio become mediilors ^aad tfatt- 
Sir Eyre Copte had obliged Hyder to retire from the Ca» 
natic. . liy xo this account, . we add the arrival of the rti*H 
fotcement from Europe, I hope I ft\all not be thought toa 
fenguine, or to force the comparifon I meaa ta make, if, I 
fay, it is more than probable that the pcrfons^ who are to 

he 
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be fent intp the Supreme Council at Bengal, .will, as Lord 
CltYe-dtd, find it in perfeft tranquillity. In th» cafe, they 
will, like their predeceffors, turn their thoughts to the 
more arduous talk pf reformation ; and, like them, they 
will paint a "gloomy pifture of your diftrefs. "They will 
tell ypir, tbey found the country drained of all its wealth, 
its revenues ruined by the iron hand of rapacious collec- 
tor fhe mode of colle&ions defc#ive in all its parts, the 
adnriniftration <rf juftice totally corrupt, the fervants of the^ 
Cotopin^ funk into luxury and diffipation, and* that hydra r 
corruption, rearing his feven, or fifty heads, as they may 
bffintfre humour to paint him. 

Tfckifkhte * country from fo deplorable a ftate as this 
teq&iiWtod' common talents, and you may again be told, 
aft ytfCfiiaVe already been informed, with a very becoming . 
ihodefty in the men who drew their own charters, U/ .that 
a d&gteeof Virtue and ability, not to be found in common 
itittiy tftuft be exerted in this arduous talk." The next 
corriid^FAtion is, where are men to be found of this defcrip- 
tiOtt, and+ty whom are they to be chofen ? Parliament wilt 
ttfl'ty§\i, — not in your fervice ; they are all too much 
takfted wkh the- principles of their education there, and 
too much concerned in the abufes which are to be corrected, 
to^&'trufted with fuch power. No ! Men of thefe rare 
virtues we to be found only in the incorrupt legiflature of 
thir kingdom 5 and, after they have been duly qualified, 
by being tnftnb<£rs*>f aSeleft or Secret Committee onJndia 
affeirS'ftja: a^ffion «r two, they will then have put on the 
whole armour of knowledge and virtue, andwiH.be com- 
pletely - equipped for the combat of reformation* They 
wilt tell you alfo, * the wild fchemes of conquefb and ambi- 
tion ate as repugnant to your true interefts as the corrupt 
plans of peculation; thefe, therefore, fimft be carefully 

C provided 
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provided againft, and the illuftrious chara&ers 6f Ruftanl. 
and Effendi muft now be held up as obje&s of horror, not 
as examples of imitation ; and, if there be any foundation 
for the rumour which is gone abroad, we fhall have reafon 
to acknowledge the paternal cafe of Parliament, in this ref- 
peft at leaft, by the perfons who are fuppofed to be the ob- 
jfc&s of its choice, except indeed, in the inftance of the 
noble General, who has acquired a fame as immortal as 
thofe celebrated warriors by his indefatigable labours. 

After thefe gentlemen have 'refided as long as is requifite 
for the great bufiriefs of the public and themfelves, and have 
rung the fame changes upon abufes, reformation, corrup- 
tion, and depravity, with their innumerable train of evils, 
and when they can with truth affure you, that, by their, 
unremitted Endeavours, the very reverfe of this deflruSiv& 
fyftcm hath been eftablifh^d ; they will return to their na- 
tive land full of honours, though not of riches, in expec- 
tation of a peaceable enjoyment of the moderate income 
they have hardly earned by a painful industry. But behold 
the ingratitude and ficklenefs of a nation they have fo ho- 
nourably and faithfully ferved ! They find committees ©f 
the Houfe, both fecret and feleft, fitting in judgement upon, . 
and condemning that conduft which, in their oWn ideas, 
merited fo much applaiife ; and if Mr. Haftings doth not 
carry his notions of integrity too far, and will not fcruple 
to obtain a feat in that Houfe at the expence of a moral and . 
political obligation, they may, perhaps, find him in one of 
the places they had left. • 

From the fafls I have already ftated of the former con- 
duit of gentlemen upon precifely fimilar occafions, I do 
not think that this is an unnatural pi&tire, or a'forced con- 
clusion. But let us turn from this to another objeft, per- 
haps more worthy of your, confidcration, namely, your, 
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right to make a choice of your own fervants, and that 
emancipation which is to form a part of the general refor- 
mation, the prefent minifters have fo generoufly promifed, 
and fo honourably begun. If Parliament will both difmifs 
and .appoint the fervants who are to govern your affairs, 
and the Lords of the Treafury are to regulate the orders of 
your Direftors to thofe fervants, in what does your freedom 
confift ? If you are told that .your interefts are infeparable 
from the nation's, and that it is their duty to watch over 
this valuable .part of the empire in this manner. I have on- 
ly to reply, that this argument proves the Company are 
not free in the fenfe they ought to be. But if the prefent 
miriifters mean fairly, meet them fairly upon liberal grounds. 
Let there be no clandeftine negotiations with Lords of the 
Treafury and their Secretaries, but affert to the Legiflature 
Y^hat you deem to be your rights. Bring it to this fljiort 
iffue, that you think you ought to have the power of ap«- 
pointing and difmiffing your ovfrn lervants, and that their 
proper line of duty to the nation, is, their own excellent 
idea of giving a general outline for the plan of govern- 
ment, and of controuling the conduit of the Court of Di- 
reftors by Committees of Parliament. Let the Proprie- 
tors tre&t with Parliament upon enlarged ideas, and on terms 
tyorthy of. men, who have one common good in view. On 
thefe principles let them a& whether they are to have the 
aflual appointment of their own fervants, and the real con- 
du& of their own affairs, without any other interference 
of Parliament than the general fuper-intending controul p£ 
their Committees. If the anfwer be as candid as the quef- 
tipn is fair, you can have no doubt of what is then your 
duty.* , If the right be. granted, a proper exercife of it is 
your firft objeft ; if it be depied, yoyr next is, to rejeft the 

jefponfibility, 
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L/PON the idea that Parliament mean not to reftrift 
their enquiries merely to what they may think wrong ill 
the conduft of Mr. Haftings, and from any paft errors to 
prefer ibe fuch rules for a future Governor as they may- 
think right, but that they will accompany their cenfure 
with difraiffion, and proceed even to new appointments, I 
have prefufned to hint an opinion that fuch refolutions will 
affeft your chartered rights. Purfuing the fame idea, I 
will venture a little farther into the fubjeft. 

Some of the prefent minifters have been free to declare, 
that the aft of 1774 infringed your ancient confutation* 
and all agree, that your affairs have not been better con- 
duced fincc the interference of Parliament. . I have ajready 
faid, that Parliament aft confidently with* their profof- 
fions, and take the true line of power and duty, when they 
* infpeft the condaft of your Dircftors, and regulate the 
political rules by which they would have your fervants 
guided'; but that, when they ftep beyond thisJme, and* 
' deprive you of the right of appointing your own fervants, 
they break in upon the regularity of the fyftem, and de- 
ft roy the harmony of its parts. If Parliament fhoul4 fay 
that they do this, becaufe you are not capable of conduft- 
ing your own affairs, that you have ho fervants worthy of 
fuch a truft, and that therefore they make theft appoint- 
ments to preferve this valuable part of the empire to the 
nation ; we fhould, in this inftance, applaud their wifdom, 
. arin all, we obey their power ; but on a review of the paft 
appointments, we cannot fuppofe thefe to have been thein 

motive* 
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jnotives. In 1774, they appointed two of your eld fer- 
vants ^ to thefe they added two general officers and a clerk 
in the War-office. In 1776, they gave you a linen-draper, 
and in X781, you were furnifhed with a purfer's clerk, and 
a dire&or. Hath your intereft been confulted in thefe ap- 
pointments ? Or hath your affairs been entrufted to better 
hands than you could have found in the line of your fer-' 
vice } I think I may fafely anfwer in the negative. 

Amongft the cxclufive rights and privileges of your char- 
ter, none, in my humble opinion, is more eftential to the 
good government of your affairs than the appointment of 
your own fervants. ♦ It is on a proper choice of them that 
your welfare materially depends ; for on their conduct you 
muft rely, and to them much mult be trufted. The ap- 
pointments in the Supreme Council ought to be looked up 
to by your fervants, zs the greateft reward, as difmiffion ia 
certainly the greateft pumfhment ; and fince rewards and 
punifhments are the two great hinges on which all govern- 
ments turn, that fyftem muft be radically defective which it 
deprived of them. It is to. the power, *who confers the* 
honour and can inflict the difgrace to which men naturally 
look in the firft inftance, confequently the intermediate 
body is confide red only in an inferior or fecondary degree ; 
and whether this may not induce the Directors to think 
more lightly of their refponfibility, and the fervants left 
refpeftfully of the Direftors authority, is a matter worthy 
your ferious confideration. At all events it is an irregular 
and unnatural fyftem that you fhould have an exclufive 
right to the management and trade of thofe countries, and- 
that the firft officers in them fhould be independent of your 
choice or cenfure. The pernicious effects of this fyftem 
you are labouring under at this inftant, and yet it is faid, 
it is ftill to be continued,. # 

If 



i 4 L E T T E R IV. 

- If. we arc to believe an opinion which is very prevalent, 
and I cQnfcfs my humble connexions do not admit. of my 
obtaining better authority than public report ; the candi- 
dates for the ftation of Governor-General are General 
Smith and Mir. Francis. As you muft in this c*fe be de- 
prived of Mr. Haftings's fervice for one of thefe gentlemen, 
it will be very proper foi; you to consider their different 
merits and qualifications, as they appear either on your re- 
cords, or in thofe fituations of life in which they have come 
under your obfervation, in order that you may judge here- 
in you are likely to be benefited by the change. 

General Smith was originally an officer in your fervice 
on the coaft of Coromaadel, where he ferved with reputation* 
under thofe able Generals, Laurence, Clive, Coqte, Mon- 
fon, and Caillaud ; he returned to England in 1762, with 
the rank of Majtfr. Many of us recolleft thofe circum- 
fiances, when party ran high in Leadenhall-ftreet in 1763 
and 1764, which induced the late Lord Clive to procure 
him the rank of Colonel in the King's fervice, and the poft 
of fecond in command in Bengal. He arrived there ia 
May, 1765. He commanded an army of obfervation in 
jj66. In 1767, he was promoted to the command 'of the, 
army and third member of the Council and Seleft Commit- 
tee ; until the latter end of 1 769, he* refided chiefly out of 
your provinces at Allahabad. In the month of December, . 
that year, he returned to England, and if report be true, 
with treble the fortane that Mr. Haftings now has, after 
more than thirty years fervice, and ten of thefe, Governor 
of Bengal. 

Mr. Francis was forced upon you, and taken from a very 
humble line of life to be placed in the confpicuous ftation 
of a Supreme Counfellor ; and from the peculiar circtrm- 
ftances of the times, and the bent, of his talents, he Was 

more 
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toofc than a u filcnt fenator." His pen wat not of lefs 
ufe than his cafting voice to the gentlemen whofc plans h6 
defended by the former, and whofe meafures were carried 
by the latter. Endued with a quick apprehenfion, and 
abilities rather fprightly than folid, affifted by the know* 
ledge of others in the revenues, and happy in his manner 
of dreffing the materials with which he was furnifhed, he 
hath gained a reputatiqn for knowledge more fpecious than 
real. 

Mr. Haftingshath been bred from a very early period of 
life in your fervice. ^Btfgreat abilities and a perfeft know- 
ledge of the language, laws, cuftoms and manners of the 
people of India, is joined an experience of upwards of thir- 
ty years. He hath been tried in every rank and ftation in 
your fervice, and in all he hath given undoubted proofs of 
an unftiaken integrity. He reftored your affairs from the 
loweft ebb to their higheft grandeur. He hath raifed larger 
revenues, found more rcfources, opened more channels of 
trade, and fent home larger inveftments than any of his- 
predecefibrs. To his great exertion, and that decifivc 
conduft which marks the man of genius, are you greatly 
indebted for the fafety of the Carnaric. The plan of relief, • 
io ably executed by that camplete General, Sir Eyre Coote, 
'\jras propofed by Mr. HaftingJ, and Carried into efFed by his 
cafting voice. 

This is a very fummary, perhaps imperfefl: iketch of« 
the public characters of thefe gentlemen, and I may not 
probably have done juftice to the merits of any of them ; 
indeed my only aim, in what I have faid, is to induce you 
to examine more thoroughly into the pretentions of each, 
that if the decifion be left to you, you may make it with 
propriety, 

AN INDEPENDENT PROPRIETOR. 
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HERE are fame material points I h*v<? cmly iiiatec] ^t 
in my former Letters, which, fts they deferveyourinoft % par- 
ticular attention, may not be unworthy of a farther difcuft 
fion.. The firft is, that you ihould endeavour, by, every 
poffible means, to re-eftabtifh yourfelves and your fervice, 
upon that independent footing, to which your charters-giyc 
you the faireft claim. The next is,, that you. fhould revert 
to your true conftitutional plan, of promoting your owa 
fervants to thofe honours, which ought to be the reward -of 
faithful fervices. 

I have explained myfelf fo freely, in regard to the "son r 
trouling power of Parliament, and to what line that power 
ihould limit itfelf, that I hope my meaning cannot be mif- 
taken in the expreffion of — independent footing; but left 
any doubt Ihould remain, I will be ftill more explicit, an^ 
fay, that footing on which you condufied your affairs, be- 
fore Parliament appointed a Supreme Council and a Supreme 
Court of Judicature, and before Minifters made patronage 
in the eaft a fupplement to that of the weft. If we may- 
be allowed to judge from experience, your original plan 
was certainly the beft : for fince the interference of the otje- 
and the influence of the other, your councils have beea 
diftrafte^I abroad, your Direftors divided at home, and 
your whole fervice falling to decay. -..,.. 

In confklcring the next point of promoting your own fer-* 
vants, I am.' naturally led to the fobjeft I touched ugpn ig. 
my laft Letter, regarding a proper choice of perfons to fill 
the important ftatiohs in your Supreme Council ; and con- 
formably 
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formtfbly to thofe principles on which I ground my owft 
opinion, and prefume to offer it to you, I would rejeft Mr. 
Francis's offers to return to Bengal, becaufe he was not bred 
in your fervice. I hope both Parliament and ourfclves will 
have too much liberality to make invidious companions of 
talents or of principles ; but giving Mr. Francis full credit 
for his lhare of both, I am fure he will not fuffer in either, 
if I declare my opinion, that you have fervants not at all 
inferior to him in thefe refpefts; and his having been once 
forced into your fervice, can furely never be made a plea 
for the fame injuftice. 

< -THe removal of Mr. Haftings, and particularly at this 
juncture, is another point at which I have hinted; but it it 
in my humble opinion, a fubjeS of fo much importance, 
'and involves fo many confequences, that I do ferioufly 
hope, when Parliament confider the fervices he hath per- 
firmeiy the abilities he bath dfplayed, and the proofs he bath 
given of uncorrupt condu&and fpotlefs integrity, they will 
sot deprive the Company of the benefit of thefe abilities, 
and this integrity, for what they may deem errors in judg- 
ment, or becaufe his politics have proved rather unfortu* 
ftate inthe event than unwife in the plan.^ 

But if political errors are to be alledged as reafons for the 
Ttmoval of Mr. Haftings, they ought, m fairnefs of argu- 
ment, to be equally cogent againft the appointment of any 
other perfon who may have fallen into them ; and by the 
ferae parity of reafoning, it may be afked, whether Gene* 
ttl Smith adopted a wife policy, in keeping a brigade at Al- 
hhabkl, and depriving the provinces, by its being paid out 
of them, of 300,000!. of circulating fpecie annually ? Whe- 
. tbcr it was a prudent meafure to have advifed a deputation 
in 1768, to the Vizier, which was expenfive and ufclefs, 
and whether it was judicious to have propofed a plan for 

D opening 
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c^n4n« th^Compafix^ Twafury, wh}cj> reduce^ tljem tcr. 
bsufcoptigF, ^ for only coqfcotipg to which, th« virtuous 
I#r* Cjtrtier waa #£rojff*dyoijr fervid. * • • r 1 
Th« peculiar hardship of Ma Haftiag**s fttttufrm*' itfSft 
for more than common candour (root Paitiatricnt atkJ-tfi^ 
Proprietors. He is tried by the fevereft tefti which can bfcl 
applied, and under fuch circumftances as hardly afty c6n^ 
duft <pn efcape from cenfqre. Judgment h*th been paiftd; 
on the fuccefs of his measures, not on the Wifdom of their 
4efign, Plans, which were ably formed, have besn'con-: 
demned, becaufe they were weakly executed, Efe-iVar-; 
reigned at a tribunal, where he cannot plead his own carafe, 
spd to which his moft inveterate enemy hath befcn admitted f 

* as* principal qptneft. 

When the mind hath been lopg intent upon one fubje&fc , 
it is liable to be heated by it* own reafonings, and : a falfet 
glare will fometimes dazzle the cleajeft underftanding ; ott$; 
train of ideas is often purfped with an eagernefs that ex- 
cludes any other, and otir uto&oft caption will not always. 
guard us againft prejudice. To forne fuch eaufe, or to fotbe- 
imperfedion of our nature, rauft we attribnte an inference* 
in the laft Report of the Seleft Coounittee, that imputes tot 
Mr. Haftiogs his being acceffary to th&profecution of Nurid- 
comar, at a. time when he had brought an accu&tioa 
againft, him. I will U hold to fay, that if the gentlcmea 
of the Committee willftke the, pains. to lift. that matter tho* 
roughly, they will be convinced Mr. Haftings was not only* 
ignorant of the apprehending of Nundcomar, but that hi$ 
conduct would then,, as it will now, ftarud the fevereft ^xa* 
ininatian; and, as a proof that Mr. Haftings had nothing 
to fear from tfcit aecu fotiofc, Ayhichitis inikioatcdhfeftriiob 
from, tbti$ry,faw charge was afterwards renewed tyiti* 
very fan* QmnciJ, aipd a particular cot»naittee : appOift&d- / &y 

tbcm, 
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ifot, confiAiiigofMeffrs. Max welly Artderfdo, «ud<3rirfti 
tOr&#a*nijae, imo thd* affair. Their cbmmiffioa lafted fomc 
months* and, after the moft minute investigation, it $p+ 
J^^d, T tbcrc r ]fad sot t&elcaft foundation for the cliargfc 
3^8$*.* jcw^tpTfirf fsft, capable of ^nffcatit £roof, f6r tfce 
£^jt;oUheir proceed rngs is t oroUghc to be, antotigftifti 
faCfg^&of. the Ibdk Boufe, It, is much to be lamented^ 
\h,al^ where faflta were to be eftabliihed, infinuatiotfs ffioiifd 
hjpo*been reforted: Uv and the gentlemen Would have dftfe 
Well toconfider, that if any of them ihoald apply to fill 
infestations their reports tend to vacate, how forcibly Ute 
argufoent of i(tf*£s*ce may be retorted upon them. 
^.J, Jh*Yje been.led.to make this rtemark ©n a paragraph ofc 
$he. Report of lte'fScle& Committee, becaufe, whenlarA 
JCO^t/end-JQg for the dharafter of Mr. Haftings, and rec6rh- 
tee^iaghim to your protection, I am unwilling that aA 
ijjapreffion ihould remain on your minds to his pfejudite', 
)§^$eb'.it is in ray fower to remove; and I am confident, 
ffOfyflic characters of the gentlemen of the Committee,, 
thi^Vtfyey will be etjnally glad with yourfelves to have anf 
#oin£ cleared up, which chay affeft the chaf after of ah irii- 
4iyidua2, witofe conduit may be the objeft of tfecir en- 

An INDEPENDENT PROPRIETOR'. 
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jTN'tae letter* J? havc^hitherto troubled you with, I have 

^eav<rored to draw yotrr attentidri * to the preservation ofc 

yijur own rightf, and to. induce you to turn your 'thoughts 

Iua » - ' D 2 to 
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be ?oactivt<fy *nd we have *ft*&tag proof, that A laudable 
endeavour to compote the instable ftrtfe of Oppoike con- 
tentions, k likely to be puniftud as * crtminel aftfftiK-', :»: y 

W4th <M fhafe prboft of h'ypothetkal rtatoi*n& fetrtor 
•&#* t*curt# it again. Let us endeavour to avail ouvfoh***: 
of tfee aid-cif common feafe and the * beneft jof'ijtferiaittri 
Let tot try whether the abilities which £«f* protect tffcful 
tows in- traio-of needy may not be foagain* Lwur%ippe*t 
to fafts, ftftd not to theory. Whether the Mahratta m%t 
fc*a jfcftifkblc or not, and whether the Cottrtrof Pire^rdrr* - 
or the Council of Bombay were right in their politicly s» 
feow a fifafMrf^f fp&uiation ; and the faft I would appeal to 
is$ whether in thte prefent fituatton, yon «ttft findU'ttao fo 
capable 6f- fupporting your drooping inter eft t ar HI n 
Rafting*? I believe it is a faft, which will not beaWputedj 
that he hath found more resources to affift ybtir attilTes*ftim 
any other man, and that he is now looked up to by flife 
prefidency of Madras and Sir Eyre* Coote, a* th* moil 
Capable perfon Of preferving yoiir pow*r ill India, ttnroij 
be very difficult to rranfufe the ideas of a'Brkifh Hoi*£**f 
Commons into the natives of Afia; and an afi^ that feetna 
wife to the- enlightened understanding of the fct«HciVa&*y 
Jiave a contrary effe& on 'die contra&ech minds ©14 blatter ; 
hence, however proper the legislature may think it to ie* 
move Mr. Haftings, be afturec) the corvfeqdtucet'witl im the 
very reverfe of what they intend ; for in whatever light his 
condoft may be feen here, it is very cer tarn the* Indian 
powers behold it with admiration and refpeft ; and however 
ludicrous the names of Ruftum and Efrendi, may fitted in 
England, moft affuredly the comparifon does not convey a 
ridiculous idea to a native of Indoftan. > 

Ambition and conqueft, rapacity and injuftide, are i**5*- 
feauftible themes for oratorial powers; and, in tbe r pvefen%; : 

difpofitioa'. 
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difpofition of men's minds, foch charges are admkttd oa 
the fcire authority of an: daqofen* Speaker; bptwe, who' 
cugh^tb hwk^to cojfcfeqoencc^ ?nd carefully to examine the 
tratberf premtfer, fhould not be fedaced by the charms of 
eleqnldicc^ et biaifed by the influence of prejtedfesi Our 
fiuttftrgutde i& experience, and whilft we have fafts to appeal 
to> let us not have recoorfe, to fuppofition. , Is your prefent 
Governor «»General a rapac'fou* man ? his moderate fortune 
acquits hi*n of fuch an imputation. Hath any coftupt nw- : 
tiveover been attributed to him, which hath not been,' fully 
confuted when it was fairJy brought forward ? • Wimefs the 
accufatibtrof Nttndcomar* of which I'fpoke in n*y ; hfft let- 
tcr. Have not hk abilities been proved to you in various, 
inftaricet, and hath not he, on fome important occafions, 
reiboedyou from diftrefs ? Witnefs the affluence he. reftored! 
you. toy when he, fir ft became your Governor,' and his !at$- 
c*$ttibf#on the invafton of the Carnatic. Is there a potent 
taftrid India who doth not reverence Mr* Haftings? iVnd 
did not the iAT/s^^profefs an implicit confidence in him, at 
a time thfet He bad none in any of your other Presidencies ? 
In feort; there are fo many proofs of Mr. Haftings being 
poheffed of fuch rare virtues, and foch extraordinary abi- 
lities, and' of his being fo univerfally refpefted by ail the 
powers in Iddia, that the confequence of recalling htm, at 
this time, may be fatal to your affairs. 

An INDEPENDENT PROPRIETOR- 
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x5'C#h cifily cohceive that Mr. Haftings's late miraculous 
efeapie from aflaffination'fliould* be an unpardonable crime 
i#*> tiuf ejres of his thwarted competitors; but wherein he 

fhould 
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lhould be liable to cenfure for ZJs part in thofe - resolutions , 
of the Supreme Council, which arc fuppofed ioitt vojpro- 
yoked the diabolical attack, is, I muft t>wtv*»* jkeynsii 
the ftretcbof my fagacity* * -• • r,r»i >*J k 

Tfte motives which led this. deed of bortor* asf jatiaftdcstft 
as <?onje&ure can trace them,, are undifputod to baroartfta 
ffom a demand made by the. Governor General t&d> Su- 
preme Council, on Raja Cheyt Sing, a dependant and tri- 
butary Zemindar,, for a trifling addition to his annual *tot, 
^iofupportof three battalions of feapoys, during the^cori- 
Unuance of. the war with France. *Th* fcwal opitaows 
and unan'mous votes of the Supremo Council oc4ifai*>filti« 
jjeft may be found in the Appendix to the. Sixth Report, if 
the Committee of Secrecy ; and to thofe authentic docg*. 
ments 1 refer, in proof of fo much of the following COttciie 
narrative as relates to the right, the caufe, andttefettettt 
of the demand in queftion. The publication of that Ap- 
pendix will, I hope, iilence thofe malicious mifrepwrftnta- 
tions which have hitherto defignedly mifled the puWi<j k »> ? 

The diftri&s of Gazypore and Benares are a portion i>E 
the Subah of Illahabad, and border on our province 4>f 
Bahar. They produce an annual refenue of more 4ban 
fcventy lacks of rupees, from very low wnts, afcd paid* »a 
tribute of twenty-four lacks yearly to the > late Nabob, 
Vizier of Oud, Sujahud Doula ; and it alfo appeals fforpi 
the evidence given by Captain Harper to the SelcftoGorq- 
mittee, that they furnifhed a body of troops wherjevei the 
Vizier took the field, according to the eriabiilhedittdftt* 
tution of the Mogul empire. The fovereigntp *>fl tbo/e 
drftrids, with all its rights and revenues, was £&d£d forifiir 
Company in 1775, by theprefent NaboWizicr, Afof«d4~ 
Doula. A funnud and cabooliet were exorain£fffiaj*We 
wftul form, between the Suprcrne Council and Raja Ch*yt 

, ;...;.*. j. ! . .4. . +*> #;«d 4mv no 
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3sqgfr v t&e^dwi yfrr , % which he was bound to pay the 
:ittie4rih^jh«diadjkithcrto furoifbed to the Nabob Vizier. 
As from that moment the diftri&a of Gaaypore, &c # be* 
i hatrtfiwhe d «m* keorftoratad with the reft of the Bmifh 
Anuoroas dm hthafc . (tat o£ India, the Governor- General 
prixfattdon Council a ptopofition for reducing Chey t Sing's 
megub^ uadifcIpVined and unneceffary troops, by adding 
^ariixftaui (portion of them to our own army, to be paac^ 
however, jby him. It has. always been a point of policy 
lri*kt^ Company to dafcourage, and to prohibit, if pof- 
fibleyrthc rnirntenaiicejof .independent forces by any of the 
llfltfimfttwers under our protc£tion» The Nabob of Ben* 
. g9Lfca9inonfe>j/.the Nabob of Arcot has been frequently in-* 
teate^ and at laft with effefi, to diminifh his military ef- 
jtob&hfnent; and the connivance to ufelefs and dangerous 
IjtfdittsDof troops, kept up by the Rajahs of fotneof die 
B o r th gar a circars, forms a ftrong article amongft the ob- 
jedioris made by the Court of Dire&ors to the late Gover- 
nor and Council of Madras* No political neceffity, no 
i^ipuiated exception, entitled Rajah Cheyt Sing to the pe- 
«ifliaijrijmvilege of a feparate army ; nor was there any 
i dbubttaf out* tight as well as power ; as fovereigns, to en- 
ibttee^She caeaftire recommended by the Governor Gene* 
<araS} tad it was -fever-ruled by the majority, merely on the 
ptea^of: a compliment to the Rajah's defires. 
. rb ImtyjBy inr^confequenceof the French war, our military 
-tfhMiitfriettoiin Bengal being greatly increafed, it was pro- 
5j»fe<fiain(<Spmicil (and unanimously carried) to call oa 
: jfihey tiffing Jor fpme additional aid towards the fuppota of 
■ Ibtiieiy .eitraordiniry cxpences of • the ftrtte ; and. it was 
:'&cnrHByt£sni£ed to him, that it -was to continue during 
?^M3*9izihtF*z 'This, in faft, was nothing i^ore .than, 4 
^ jDoSiiication of the Governor-Genefal's original propofitioa 
w our firft acceffion to the fovereignty of Cheyt Sing's 

E provinces, 
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provinces, and which in time of profound jpeace it had not 
been thought neceffary to enforce* The required addJtHfli 
was now very frnall ; five lacks of rupees, tod was appro- 
priated to the payment of three haUsliona of feapoy*,afl^ 
European officers. The propriety and juflice, as,w*U/$t 
aeceffity of this meafure, immediately fecurcd it the fan&ioi* 
qf the Court of Directors. 

» Hindoos are known to have a natural propenfity to boards 
nig, and Chey t Sing poflfeffes ample means for the*grati&» 
cation of this darling paffion. It is notorious that he ha* 
frvtd at leaft thirty lacks every year fince.be Succeeded .t • 
the Zemindary, and including his father's treafure, is Top* 
pofed to keep locked up from circulation upwards of .fewjr 
millions fterling in fpecie. . * 

Benares is now the richeft city in India ; a holy afyjuoj^ 
fanftified by the ftrongeft religious prejudices, and acroude4 
feminary of Indian literature. An almqft imperceptibly 
tax on its inhabitants, or the moft trivial increafe . in the 
very low rent* of the province, would have doubled ou? 
new demand : a proportionate redu&ioa of the Rajah's ufe- 
lefs troops would have anfwered the end, without any ip&fc- 
vation whatever. Yet this avaricious wretch bad tke ; afTu- 
x^pce to plead abfolute inability, and to prctead a nscetifcfg 
*>f felling his very furniture to pay the firft year's <juotfr£ 
that of thefecond year he roiblutely withheld,, till extott$4 
by threats of inftant compulfion. Pretexts of poverjy i jire 
feldom attended to by Indian governments, unlefs qn magi 
left grounds : as thefe are become the ordinary an4 univer- 
sal preliminaries to every payment from every debtor*; #r>d 
hence it is that no revenues are ever realized without jfae 
affiftanceof an armed force. But thofe pretexts were^p- 
jCuliarly fcandalous in the mouth of the ricj&eft jptabit^t 
i>{ Hindoftan* The war has now continued four jeaf^ 
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tftti'GEreyt Sing ha* probably paid twenty lacks of mpe** 
On the wfcole (exclofive of his- tribute) that is to fay, two 
~ fkfrds tifthe livings of one year's rent; while the whoit 
ffevciHies of 'Bengal have beeo unavoidably mortgaged for 
the -feme ftate-neceflity. 

,. If this tranfaftion be not within the line of reafon, of 
joftice, and of right : if any criminality whatever cao»b4 
afcribed to the firft propofers of it, there 'is no poffible fyf- 
tern of politics, no one aft of any government, that can 
efcape the ordeal. If neither the unanimity of a Council, 
which Was hardly ever unanimous on any other point ; if 
die full approbation of the Court of Directors, whofe hp- 
mediate province it was to decide ; .if the certainty of aq 
inherent tight exifting in the Mogul Government, and 
"• *proof pefitive from Captain Harper, of the actual exercife 
of that right ; if the folemn ceffion of the fovereignty, 
with all hs appendages, and the itrong urgency of pbiiticai 
weceffity, will not altogether authorize the Company and 
the Company's fervants to enforce fo inconfiderable a de» 
jnand ort one of their acknowledged fubjefts, what will ? 
'- Good God ! (hail the commoneft of all the common 
a&scjf government, the neceflary proviiion of ways and 
aneaiif be termed a robbery ? Shall the ruling power Over 
twelve millions of people be arraigned in public, or calum* 
liiated in -private, for impartially (baring among the feveraj 
wembers of the ftate, that burthen which muft unavoida- 
bly be borne ibflfte how by the whole ? Thefe are canons of 
jttftice, under which an angel could not be fafc. But it 
ihould-feem, that this new do&rine of robbery has already 
jtachgd Benares ; and that Cheyt Sing has, in confequence, 
'Conceived he might refift, or deftroy the Governor-General 
'Of Berigaij. with as little ceremony as he would a highway - 
itam or a mad dog. Pardon the expreffion, I meant not to 

£2 be 
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be jdctilaf. The fobjeft is much coo ferious and too 

iife.^PC.h^ deliberate coofpiracy for affcjfinatisfc IkJBSk 
Vernor and all his fulte, while paffing on affairs of political 
Importance, through provinces immediately fubjefted to hit 
authority ! and that for fo trifling a consideration as fifty 
thoufand pounds to a man worth near five millions? It ir 
imrJeffibte. Human nature revolts lit the idea. » 

■ There mutt have been fome concealed purpofefc of int* 
tfihy 1o be fetved ; fome pernicious damned fdggeftioni ' 
mtift have poi Toned his mind, and urged him to this *cf»* 
jxtfary frenzy. Some deep "complotting lag* has 5 by txag* 
gbrfcted powers of lies, laid the foundation for this defpenrtt 
fcft, and hood-winked the miferable perpetrator, or he never 
cdold have been fo Hind to his own intereft, to the little 
chance of fuefcefs, and the impoflible of impunity. Ht 
ncirer could otherwifc have forgotten the confequences^f *tW 
■unhappy maffacre in his very neighbourhood at Patna. 

He.has probably, by this time, feen his folly as wcU a* 
his guilt : I wifh he may have found his tongue. 

In* the mean white, I muft in treat the favour of thofe gC0* 
fckmen,- who can ftile the temporary and neceffary increafe 
*>f Cheyt Sing's tribute a robbery , to furnifti me with ft tetfcfc 
for this horrid attempt. I cannot trace even in idea, it* ; 
enormous advance of criminality. I fhould be glad too^ 
that they would fuggeft a proportionate punifhment, fori* 
know not to what criminal jurifdiftion Cheyt Siftgmay be 
amenable. I can only gnefs what procefs his late"8overeigtt K 
Sh6jah*ud.-Doula iWukl have followed on the occftfion £ afttfj* 
I fear, that may ftetotoofevete to many Britifh it^qulfitofK- 

AN INDEPENDENT PROPRIETOR* 
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LETTER VIIL 

I' • * 

T fcarcely ever happens that, in any fubjeft of contra* 
verfy, the original argument is ftriftiy adhered to. Plain 
qutition* of right and wrong are often puzzled by fubtlety 
and fophiftry, till the mind knows not on which to decide. 
Art, prompted by intereft, frequently conceals a fienptt 
tjnatb, which common fenfe and common honefty would 
eaiUy difcover; and, in almoft every debate, fome artifice 
is pra&ifed by the contending parties* On fubje&s which 
afifeft the paffions and interefts of mankind, it is hardly 
poffiUeto guard the mind from error and prejudice, or t* 
prevent thefe difingenuous methods of difputc. Perhaps 
np fubjtft was ever agitated in which the paffions, prejudices^ 
and interefts of men were more excited, or concerned, tham 
that of your government, and the conduit of your fervants 
in India. It was not, therefore, to be expe&ed thata 
cammUtge of the Houfe of Commons fhould be compofed 
of» men of fuch equal tempers, as to be exempted from the 
common failings of their nature, or that idroe of thefe ef- 
f{£ts (flioiild not be felt, in the courfe of a long enquiry. 
• (FtGgn.fome late proceedings of the bcleft Committee, it 
appears, the great original defign of their inftitution hath 
bef n departed from, and that their enquiry hath become 
mw^pcrftnal than was intended -by the Houfe; or even by 
th^mfclyes-; and it is much to be apprehended, that if they 
recede from general principles to particular inftances, tbey 
may at laft defcend to party fpirit, and. perianal confident* 
tions. To warn them of the danger of partiality might, 
perhaps, be deemed preemption; but it is certainly my 
J duty 
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duty to gtiard you againft the confequeticcs -of pre^bffefi. 
fan.' -• . . *. " : ' Sf " r ' "!.*<*?• 

^In the firft report, an inference is drawn from1hdW$& 
dente of forfoe witnefs, which wounds the honour 4 of ''IflVi* 
Haftings in the niceft part, and which, however warrah^ 
•He from the evidence before them, is certainly unjoft if* 
point' of faft. It hath already been very plainly proved, 
ttfct Mr. Hiftings* was neither privy, nor acceffary to tfcfc 
profecntion of Nundcomar J and I again repeat, that thfcr 
i»ryjante»cbarge y whidi he exhibits, Was produced bcforfc 
Ae veYy fame Council, that it was examined into by a fpeciafl 
.commiffion of their own appointment, that it was found tti 
be falfe, and that the diary of thefe proceedings are ambngft 
the records of the India Houfe. This report was made twtf 
months ago, and it was the evidence, which had then, 
Ifcat the inference was drawn : the Committee are now ctt* 
amining wrtneffes, to prove the truth of this infinuation \ 
but I fhould apprehend, you and all the world will agree, 
that the juftice of this inference muft ftand, or fall,* "upon 
the evidence which was given at that time y and that an af- 
fcrtion, which is founded on the proof of a prior dB, cah- 
oot be juftified by a fubfequent declaration. But fmce Mr. 
Haftings's chara&er is again to appear at your tribunal, for 
afts which have been examined into, and of which he bath 
been moft honourably acquitted, it is heceflary you fh'o\rf# 
be reminded of what has pnffed, as well as be informed? by 
whom he iffnowaccufed. :>t 

The perfon whom the Committee have lately exanfineftl 
relative to this affair of Nundcomar, is a Mr. C^— -"&. 
who came a writer into your fervice in 1763, left it with a 
a large fortune in 1767, and returned to it in 1774. This 
gentleman was the very man, who was appointed by Gene- 
ral ClaVering, Colonel Monfon, and Mr. Francis^ tofeize 

... „ , 0i|| 
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on all the houfehoid papers and accounts of the Nabob from! 
tl«#$^ 1764*0 1772, in order that they might bed^U 
vered to Meffrs. Maxwell, "Anderfon, and Grant, for ex*« 
mtaatida* a«» from thefe papers, the identical charge aowi 
aUttfltaUo, and .brought againft Mr. Haftings by Niindca* 
mar r was to be eftabttflrcd. He was difefied to difraifs titt 
Nabobs mother from the office of regent, which (he held 
Under the fanftion of the orders of the Court of Diredorc| 
K*4tes empowered to remove her houfe and family, in grot* 
vidatidn of the Oriental manners and cuftoms ; he was fu%4 
4i0ttd with a military force to compel obedience to his <h* 
ders; and he Was authorized to feize, and confine any <jf 
the hoiifehold, who might require fuch treatment, Arms* 
with thefe extraordinary powers, he proceeded to the Na*t 
bob's palace, furrounckd it with guards, and ieized and con- 
fined the Begum's * principal eunuch, her confidential fer-» 
vant and chief advifer. After having executed his orders 
in the xnoft rigorous manner, after having tried every art to 
induce the Begum to accufe Mr. Haftings, and after every 
exertion of power and influence to criminate the Governor* 
General, nothing could be proved to his difhonour, nor was 
his integrity in the fmalleft degree impeached. 

Notwithstanding the notoriety of thefe fa£h, the length 
of time which hath elapfed, and that both you and your Di- 
rectors have honourably acquitted the Governor-General of 
thefe very charges, yet hath Mr. G intruded upon 

the public a renewal of that unjustifiable abufe, which was 
a difgrace to the men who firft beftowed it on the character 

■ 

of Mr. Haftings : a character, fortunately for himfelf, free 
from every ftain of corruption, and, happily for his friends^ 
fuch as they can ftand forth to juftify with credit and fatis* 

fa&ioo, 

.< * •■'<■ 

* Title of the Nabob's jncther* • 
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fadion. At fiich a time as this, wben^he ftrcam ofpofa- 
ikmnm ftroog agaiaft $& ocrfprs.flf menfrfeo biyr TtMiiw #» 
ladia, *h* *vid*nee of Mr, G " " » " pag ) U Jot* &*«« 4a>» 
I**ft4» rif he had iiot tok^y *fUftg^^ 
Hatter* rthkk oflft-jftfaedit At, cv en .with pat^UtyddGaflF* 
Ho produced fevcral feafad papery to ti^Coqu^Uec, Mrfaiioi^ 
he aifared then), had nembeoQ. opined* and fcbkly i»M*v- 
{ormftd thera> he bad not delivered to th f e Coqi^imapfr 
be fl**idb*ye wesrred the gewal <x}U«b q£ the ifKtapfet 
by fofib a difaMrcry* Jfe gPt,pofff#w of ttoipapffcxby 

virtue of the jowpr which tbf Co^cilJ«4^i : YqiiiJi|^ t*> 
fcize on all the Nabobs accounts ; coijfequeAfly, itfe&tofet* 
4uty to ha«e delivered it to them. A$ tjo incoming tbscge- 
*mi odium of the fcltleaicnt by &<*h adifcovor^ thflfreft*- 
Wttbe tbe true motive of concealment, for he hfrd^wmtfria 
tang before by, -bis <$fndu& ■ i > ; ^oduiol 

An INDEPENDENT PRU*R1(B«*. 
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X HE refiilt of the enquiry of the Secret Cowmittc*!fcitli 
been an bbjefi: of anxious *e*pe&ation; and** tfie^-ftRKifi- 
on* to be formed on their teport^re IftttfWaifcft^ycSbr 
righti at home and ytmr affairs abroad^ I have cn dca T o oTS d 
to dravr your attention to a fubjeft, m which you^iirteftfU 
afefteffeiitiaftycbrtcerned.. •■'■•* ' : - *'- ■' ? ■***'* "• 
* -Hfclferto, we- could only reafoft on circumftanctt, at'tbey 
wcalionalty happened i and in their progreffrre couriey we 
-• v - : - - -'---• : •' ' could 
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i wiin 1 1 lily j«Jge of their probable event. The enquiry 

-AktfcaMr«adc<i, ^-ecmfequence is known, and the whole 

iitfejaft is f ullybefovtf us. Let us confide t it, for it greatly 

*&dio?e* ** fo to do, with ftrift attention and cattn detibe- 

t -ration : let us«Hveft ourfelves, if poffible, of prejudice,' bf 

-fofiion* and partiality; let us not pin our faith upon, the 

soipimon of others, but form a judgment of our own; and 

3 Ut us convince the legislature, that we are capable both of 

^antfefftanding, and conducting our own affair*. 

c • Itliath already been made very clear, that the Secret and 

'Sdeft Committees have been inclined to coalefce in the in 

Vote* of perfonai cenfure, and the nature of their appoint- 

meitts ; and, notwithftanding the fubjecls of enquiry were 

- *fb totally oppofite, that it was not to be imagined their re- 

folutiona could poffibly tend to the fame point, yet it is now 

IWtty J>taifl> a fimilar end bath been purfued, although the 

means were apparently different; and this end feems to be 

the removal of Mr* Ha/lings ; at leaft he is the principal 

figure in the piece, and therefore I lhall take leave to con- 

fider him as the chief object in what relates to Bengal. 

I do not believe that more pains were ever taken to de- 
preciate a . character, than have been ufed againft Mr. 
Haftings, from the arrival in Bengal of General Clavering, 
Colonel Monfon, and Mr. Francis, in the year 1774, until 
the prefenUnpnth of May, 1782, when Mr. Goring again 
t appeared.** his accufer, and was intruded on the Select Cocn- 
; ffittfC to. bring forward a charge which hath been refuted 
, thefc^firc- years. The three gentlemen above-mentioned 
jicclaxed, " there was no fpecies of peculation, of which the 
" Governor-General had not been guilty ;'.' and th*y*£« 
e^te^-al^ the influence of power to fix foqse chargquspon 
* him* - U5 Igjgtib lafi^y been reptefen ted as the. ab$t fp* of wfept 
v hath been called, a legal murder ; and he ; hath been charged 
\ F with 
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with having corrupted tkc integrity of 9 Judge. ., .Tl$f$jtf* 
accofations of fo heinous a nature, that could tHy>^e 
been juftified, in any degree^ Mr, Baftiitgs ^ut^ooi^Y« 
been the objeft ef envy lie now is. : Rot bappi) y for hipp- 
felf, bis conduct hath been fo free from alt corruption, 
cc he hath been fo.ckar in his great oijHce," tfcat hisatefite 
plead for him in the ftrongeft manner, and he now appears 
a* your tribunal with an unblsmifhed chara&er ; nor ha» ?&i 
the influence of power, the rage of party, orithe malijee ef 
his enemies, been able to bring the fbadow: of a proof to 
impeach his integrity. 

The Secret Committee were fa far from thinking- his 
conduct had been influenced by interefted views* that they 
expunged the term which conveyed fo unjuft an id^a • *n& 
fo far from being confuted for difhonourable motive^ that 
the .refutations of the Houfe^ which condemn his me*f£r$fr, 
apply only to what they deem political errors. Wkbfu<eh 
inconteftiMe proofs of an honeft ani able fcrvant, as we 
have experienced in Mr. Haftings, kt us not deprive our- 
felves of the fervices of fuch a man, for errors of judgment, 
or maxims of policy, iftis great abilities, his tyng o»pe- 
rieace, his refpeflable chara&er amongft the n?tjivft» l^is 
profound knowledge of their government, language^ and 
polky, his tried integrity, and his acknowledged fervices, 
are t$ft$ of merit, which we may (afe.ly appeal tp, ^nd 
by which we ought to be gaickd*/ In thefe^ebave ^%?- 
; <lard for our judgment^ which iscemin, and, therefore, ps 
much JUperior to the fluctuating opinions of po) vidians, jis 
experience is to fpeculation. I have the higheft re(pe& for 
thewifdom of uvany Members of the Houfe of Commons, 
aod'paaicuiarly- (or chat of the learned Lord* who- brought 
forward the refolotions regarding vow Government of Ben* 

gal ; but they contain feq* pofeioflf jff£i» &» if eftUBNM- 

as 
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as the mcafures they condemn, and they afford an additional 
jwroef totfeemany we had before, that ail the knowledge which 
^fcaft be icqufred by the moft enlarged mind, m the courfe. 
J 6fVSefeott of Parliament, is not fafficient to eftablifh an 
3 Y£fafff8l£ ^Vdtfioritfy. On thefe refolutions, hoWevcr, the 
H<Sbif£ of Commotw have cdme to one, which cbnfflfcris th c 
troth df an obfervation made by a member of that refpeft- 
able body on another occafion, viz, — '*' that our natural 
€< drfpofition leads all our enquiries rather to perforis than 
u things ; f> * for the only objeft that I can find but in this 
vote, is to defire the Court of Directors to petition his Ma- 
jesty to remove Mr. Mattings. This, I own, has a novel 
appearance, for your Court of Dire&ors are competent to 
prefer fuch a petition, without fuch a recommendation, if 
'itfee a mere intimation from the Houfe of Commons of their 
"Sefittf'tO your Directors, I humbly apprehend they can take 
tio ftiore notice of it than of a recjueft from the Treafufy 
"Bfcnch ; and, I truft, they are fufficiently informed of their 
" duty, to know, that whilft they are bound by an aft of the ' 
whole legiflature, they cannot be controuled by only one 
branch of it. I do alfo conceive, that the HouTe have de* 
fcefided from their own digrtity, by fuch a recommendation. 
UMf» Sailings hath deferved the cenfure of parliament, 
fWtrue conftitutional mode of proceeding againft him is by 
St'trill. * If he hath not done any thing to incur fuch a punilh- 
itTerit, it iurely was beneath the dignity of that augoft afiem* 
blyy to vote a refolution which was little better than a re- 
^t##fd the"' Court of 'Directors, and which they alone can- 
*'Wetifdr$, 4ih flioiild "be refufed. If the legiflature at 
' latlVthWk^rOpef to remove Mr. flattings, we imift obey 
their power ; but J hope we have fpirit enough not to fub- 

{ftlfeitfttr 16 threats or tricks. " 

?d ^^ J c - '' l ' AN INDEPENDENT PROPRIETOR. 
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HE important fubjeft which hath fo long excited our 
attention, is now upon the eve of determination; and ' 
Parliament will foon decide a queftioq, in regard to the 
government of Bengal, with which our rights aqd intereft$ 
are fo intimately conne&ed, that it would be treachery io 
ourfelves to remain inactive.— : The avowed principles of 
the Miniftry are favourable to the claims of our charter •' 
and if (as we have every reafon to hope) they mean {0 1 fl 
guide their prefent conduft by their former fentiments^ we lAJ 
may aflure ourfelves they will not aft inconfiftcntly with' 
their profeffions. — They will not fay we have a right' tio 
manage our own affairs, and yet deny us the exerci(c of 
that right ; they will not fay we oyght to appoint arid re- J 
move our own feryants, and yet dp both themfelves; in 
fhort, they will not invade our privileges and intuit our 
underftapding. — Bvft as we haye had a recent inftance, m 
the recall of a gallant Admiral in their own department^ [ 
of the effefts of prejudice and paffion, we ought to be " 
doubly fearful of the fame conferences in pur affairs V-4-' 
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— Wbep we fee that a warm imagination is foon heated in- 
to intemperance by inte relied tales and partial information, * 
and that great tajents are exerted to juftify a mifconceiycfcl •' 
puwian : it ihould teach us to guard againft the fallacious 
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rcafoning of the onc,_ and the fpecious pretences of the 
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On thefe principles let us examine the conduct of the 
Secret Committee, and if we find that they have been 
milled in their own judgment, or are likely to miflead the 
judgment of others, it is a duty incumbent upon us to de- 
mand a hearing of the Legislature, and to affert our opi- 
nions in oppofition to theirs. — The firft idea which was 
entertained and propagated, was, that Mr. Haftings was 
the author of the Mahratta war ; and for this caufe he was 
to be removed. — This opinion the Secret Committee foon 
deftrpyed by their report ; and another tfas taken up, that 
he fhould be removed for appointing the Chief Jufticfc to 
the luperintendency of the Dewanny Addaulet. — 1 his 
hath been laid a^fide ; and his conduct with the Vizir Sujah 
ud Dowlah, in tranfa&ions that happened eight years ago, 
and on w^ich judgment hath been patted, was made the 
fubjcQ of cenfure. — In what manner, and how unworthy 
the dignity of Parliament, this attempt to remove him was 
made, I have already hinted at, and therefore will not re- 
peat the disgraceful circumftance. After all thefe various 
expedients, another is going to be tried, the effect of 
which we (hall fpon know. . But let the event of this mea-? 
fure be what it may, it ought not to alter oar conduct. 
We. have one decided rule to guide us, let Parliament ad as 
it pleafes j — and that is, to contend for the right of ap- 
pointment and difmiffion of our own fervants, or to relin- 
quifh the;.truft altogether. As an individual of the focicty, 
J can have no dpubt of what I mud lo(e ; and I am clear, 
that rpy firft lpfs in felling out will be kfs than what 1 muft 
iuffer, if the appointments which are talked of Ihoirfd take 
place. 

If there be *ny part of the conduct of Mr. Hastings 
^fhicb ^^?.Legiflature think fo wrong, that he ought to be 

J removed, 
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removed, and the three Eftates concur in fnch a refolution, 
we muft, as in duty hound, fubrait. If the charge be 
fairly brought, and impartially debated, aft in fuch a cafe 

«uiatfbft,Mt it wjty, th* mrf^ zfrtmtxmvMitt&tK- 

tings will not remonftrate. And therefore as fuch a fefo- 
lution mud be the aft of the united wifc{#m o( this nation, in 
which no intereftcd views or pailronate prejudices can taftfc 
afhare ; we may hope, that if the fame wifdom U exerted 
in appointments as well as uifmiffion, the fame caje will be 
taken of your interefts in the one as in the other. Report," 
however, gives us. reafon to entertain a different opinion; 
and as the feport is currently circulated, and generally ere- 
dited, we ought not to be regardlefs of it. 

It iath been affertcd very publicly, that Mr, Hifftings 
and the whole Council are to be recalled, and the perions 
to be appointed in their room are to be Sir George Young,. 
General Smith, Mr. D. Long, and Mr. William Biirfcc^ 
If this affertion ihould be founded in truth , what artf we 
to think of the motives of recalling Mr. Haftings } and 
what recompenfe are we likely to find for the lofs at ap- 
proved merit and tried integrity ? 1 feel a rtfjugnance to 
enter into invidious compartfons of perfonat merit'; nor' 
will I follow the unworthy example of drawing forced irifc- 
rences from affumed principles ; but I will not hefitate to 
declare, we deferve to lofe our rights if We tacitly fubimt 
to aty fet of men being forced updn lis without oar con- 
fetti : and I do alfo declare, that unlefs I fee the nirift *. 
candid condu& purfued in the removal of Mr: Haftings, 
aoithe rnoft difmterefted choice in a fuceeflbr, I never wltt 
believe that either the natignal intereft or yotir's \i cbnfultdf 

by fuch a/change. 1 
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OO matoy motives confpire to fix your attention on tie 
proceedings of ths Houfe of Commons relative to your af- 
fairs, that I cannot fuppofe the. moft indifferent perfon hutlt 
not maturely corrfidercd the confequences of the rc(blutio©> 
which pafftd on Tuefday laft, on the motion of the Lord 
Advocate, and furely no perfon can have refle&ed on theft 
confequencea^ without being ferioufly alarmed — the ques- 
tion is now no longer whether you ihall have the appoint- 
ment of your own fervants, but whether one branch of the 
Legislature, ft all do what belongs to the. whole, and whe-' 
therjou {hall interfere in the management of your own' 
concerns r It is now no longer a point, that affefts merely* 
the character and conduct of individuals in your fervice ;*it ; 
is become an argument of conventional power, and of. 
public concern, in which though your rights are imme- 
diately ftruck at, yet thofe of the whole community are. 
remotely affb£ted» 

It was afferted in the Houfe of Commons that the Pro* 
prietors had nothing to do with the recal of Mr. Haftings, 
but that k; was a duty which appertained foltly to the Court 
or tVir^ftqrs, . The pofition as an abfolute one, is not 
ftricUy true} for though the law vefts this power in the* 
Dare^prs, vet they have never exercifed the unconditional 
Letter of it, but always fuppofed the fpirit of it meant to' 
include the will of their conftituents : conformably to this 
idea of its intention, they appealed to them, on a former 
occ^gorj, regarding Mr. Haftings, on another regarding 
Lord Macartney and lb they do on every important event. 

7h$ 
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The affcrtion therefore of the Court of Proprietor* hkviiig 
nothing to do with this bufinefs, {landing in opposition to 
the remark of one of the members, is not juftifiabfe in the 
unlimited fenfe it was ufed, but, intending to convey' ffifc 
idea, that they ought not to be confulted, it is a dangerous 
and improper dodrine. 

If the Houfe of Commons mean to aflert by their vote 
of Tuefday, that the Directors ought to recal Mr. Halting^, 
that they have a right to expeft obedience to fuch a vote, 
and have a power to compel it, if it be refufed ; I humbly 
apprehend that fuch an argument cannot be fupportcd on 
iconftitutionaf principles ; for if this be granted, they may 
pafs a vote to-morrow that we ought to divide only fovr per 
cent on our flock, which the Legiflature limits at eight, 
and by the fame parity of reafoning, they may go on td 
vote, that we ought to have no exclufive privileges- at all. 
I therefore repeat, that if the vote has this meaning, ft is 
unconftitutional, and not only the Proprietors, but every 
good fubjeft ought to refift it, for the increafe of privilege 
is as dangerous as the increafe of prerogative, And a jiift 
exercife of the three eftates is, the true conftituuonal b*l* 
lance of the Englifh Government. l 

If the Houfe of Commons mean to aflert that the con*. 
daft of the Governor General hath been fo improper that 
he ought to be removed, they fhould have ftatcd the charge, 
and proceeded in a regular, conftitutional manner by bill- 
but if they only mean to convey their fenfe of what is *hc 
duty of the Directors, I muft agree with an honourable 
member of their own, that they have brought themfelvcs 
into a fituation, from which they cannot get out with cre- 
dit, for I hope we have fpirit enough, not to be dictated to 
on a matter, in which we have the fole right of judging, a 
right that every matter of a family in England enjoy s* 
, aright 
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a right which is as facred as our property, and which, if we 
fuffer |p be invaded, we deferve to 1,0 fc. The rightpf Par- 
JUameAt, even to the territorial revenue is doubtful^ but it 
H t^e Qftljpoe in which the three eftates have any pretence 
tQjqtetjcre~SliaU we then fubmit to the mandate of onh 
fgf q£ thefe eftates, and that top on a point in Which they 
Jiavc clearly no power ? Much, as hatfi been faid of the 
omnipotence of Parliament, I do not believe that the warm- 
tft.advocates for the republican part of our conftitution 
will yenture tQLaffert, that the Houfe of Commons alone 
haye. 1 power to. vote any resolution which may afFeft the 
f tghf, of jhe fubjeft — Shall their votes contfoui my houfe- 
jkpl^it jjJuU ttoy difmifs.my fervants, beqaufe they, difiip- 
Pfgye, my coaduft ? Shall I, as an individual, refill fuch a 
vote^njl will you in your corporate capacity tamely fub- 
j$ff; %p j J ? .Shall ev^ry drunken porter in Weftminfter make 
^h^a^sof St. Stephen ring with his cries. for tighf, till 
tjfcf ^ce^tjous found is hailed the voice of God ? And will 
f? jrefpeaablc a. body as the Eaft-India Company retmm 

§ujeJ; fpeftators of an invafion of thofe privileges which 

.... 

it is the Ipoaft of an Englifhman to preferve from the at* 
tack of either King, Lords, and Commons, whilft we 
iti&e fhf exclusive right of trading to the Eaft-Indies, and 
of ordering and managing the government in that country} 
Let u$ exert tha^ right, and fuffer no interference. If the 
Lj?gi£l<a^re think proper to take away that right, let them 
^ij,, and jal^e the.refponfibility and the riik along with 
it^;}^^J^t jj^jootjiaye our fervants garbled, and be mad* 
55fhersourfelvp$, to gratify thepaffions, the prejudice^ 

9* M* ,¥*<? efc 9f, any fct of men. 

\ .,.■:,. ■„ , . - AN INDEPJ&JNDENT PROPRIETOR, 

Juiie 3, 17S2. '' 
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Right Honourable EDMUND BURKE. 
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LETTER I. 
SIR, 

IN the following letters, I do not mean intentionally to 
give you offences—and as you are generally acknowledged 
Co be a man of great urbanity, I hope -my freedom will not 
dilpleafe you. 

I was a* witnefs on Wedncfday evening, of the very un- 
fortunate dilemma to which his MajeftyY mi niters' were 
reduced, when Mr. Secretary Fox prbpofed a' vote of 
thank's to that gallant veteran, Sir George Rodney — It was 
but £ few daysl>efore, Sir, I faw you To remarkably a&ive 
iri bringing forward the St. Euftatia bufinefs, that you even 
quitted your favourite employment in thetaft-Tndia SeTe*H 
Committee, t6 attend ' to it.— You "heft know, what" mo- 
ttons^wouTd have been brought forward againft'Sir 'George 
Kddney if this glorious news had! 'not arrived fo oppor- 
tunely.— I think, with Commodore Jbhnftone, that the 
brave AdrhiraPs former fervices fhould have Screened him 
agfttnft fuch'an attach, and againft an abrupt recall, or rather 
removal from his command ;— for, Sfr, hot alt the ingenu- 
ity 0? ybur friend, idr. Fox, wilt be able to perfuade a ferifi- 
blc public, that a recall, however qualified, is not a difgrace 

in 
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in time of war — as fuch,' it was moft afiuredly, as you well 
know^intenfled. — I wilh this, Sir, may induce you, ^nd 
the reft of his Majefty's minifters, to be a little more cautious 
how you remove men in high and important commands 
from their ftations. How the attempt, which was made on 
Thur/day laft, to remove Mr. Haftings, Sir Eyre Coote, - 
and many others from their ftations in India happened to 
fail, you perhaps can by this time account for. Be allu- 
red, Sir, the Eaft-India Company will not willingly part 
with the fervices of fuch men at this moft critical time, 
even though it fhould be intended to fupply their- places 
with Sir' George Yonge, General Richard Smith, . Mr. 
Dudley Long, and your relation, Mr. William Burke, the 
Agent to the Raja of Tanjore. In various refolutious of 
the Secret Committee the conduft of Mr, Haftings has 
been mentioned in the warmeft terms of approbation. — 
The epkhets, feafonablc, wife, iuft, prudent, fpirited, and 
proper, have been applied to various afts of the Supreme 
'Council, which were proposed and carried by the qiftipg 
voice of the Governor-General ; and when the late refolu- 

tions were Votedj upon which it was meant to effe&.hjs 
* ... _ • •• 

removal, had the Coifrt of Dire&ors obeyed the mandate, 

the only word which implied a doubt of Mr. Haftings's 

honour was agreed to be expunged. 

ASIATICUS.' 
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HE very a&ive part, whicji you have taken agaihft 
Mr. Haftings, fince the commencement of the prefent 
ieffion, and the ardour with which you ftill purfue the 
inveftigation of his conduft, induces me to offer a few more 

G 2 obferva- 



- i 



44 LETTER n. 

> 

obfcrvations to your cpnfideration. I do this, Sir, from a 
finccrc belief that you are a man of honour and integrity ; 
and that in the profecution of this important objeft, you 
arc biafled by no private views whatever. You haw meft 
unaccountably miftaken the real charafler of Mr. Hafting<$, t 
and you deem it a point of duty, to procure his difmiffion, 
from the government of Bengal. It has been proved, that, 
the Mahratta war' did not originate in Bengal. Mr. Has- 
tings has been, it is true, cenfured for .his condu& in the 
Rohilla war ; but in commencing it, he was not biafled by 
iny interested views, except for his conftituents, who were 
relieved by it, from that ftate of bankruptcy, to which the 
politics of your friend, General Smith, had reduced ,them 
but a few years before. Daring the courfe of the war in 
the Carnatic, and. the negociations with the Nizam, the 
conduft of Mr. Haftings is faid to have been wife, feaib- 
jiable, ' juft, prudent, and fpirited ; taking, therefore, t&c 
whole of die fubjeft into consideration, and ferioufly re- 
fleftingupon the confequences of removing- fuch men as 
Mr. Haftings and Sir Eyre Coote, the Court of Dire&ors 
certainly afted in conformity to the duty which they owe 
their conftituents* when they refufed to carry into effeft 
that refolution, which you fo ftrenuoufly, andJI dare fay, 
confeientioufly fupported. I own, Sir, I tread upon tender 
ground, when I prefume to hazard opinions upon parlia- 
mentary queftions. I wifh not to give offence, and per- 
haps one branch of the Legislature may be competent tQ 
dictate" to the Eaft-India Company. If indeed your afler- 
tion was admitted, that the Direftors wifh to remove Mr. 
Haftings, all difficulties would ceafe ; but I have every 
reafon to believe, .that a very great majority, both of the 
Direftors and the Proprietors, would deem Mr, Haftings's 
recall at the prefent junfture to be the raoft unfortunate 

event 
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event that could befall them ; and they have great confi- 
dence yx Mr. Fox's declaration, to. preferve them in th§ 
exercife of their chartered rights. 

Should the Governoc^General be.preferved from the pre- 
f^ftt attack, by the firmnefs of hia conftitutnts, who haye 
repeatedly and honourably fupported him againft the whole 
ftjrce of government : you are, I am told, going to bring 
forward a charge, which muft, as you think, moft effec- 
tually crufh him ; I mean the bufinefs^ of Benares, which 
you reprefent to be ftill more difhonourable than Sir 
George Rodney's at St. Euftatia. Your fentiments upon 
Mr. Haftings's conduft at Benares, you have explicitly 
declared in allplaees. The demand 'of money, which the 
Governor-General made upon the Raja, for the public fer- 
vice, - although it had the previous concurrence of every 

m 

member of the 'Supreme Council, and was afterwards ap- 
proved of by the Court of Directors, with the knowledge^ 
as I prefume, of his Majefty's late Minifters, you term> 
upon all occalions, a fhameful robbery. The requifition 
•for cavalry, propofed by Sir Eyre Cootc, and afiented tp 
by the Council General, at a time of real danger, you 
affert to be a grofs violation of a folemn treaty ; with what 
degree of juftice, I fliall take leave to explain in my next 
letter, t 

ASIATICUS. 
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JtST riiy laft letter I prefumed to point out to the PoKic 
the intemperate and unjuftifiable heat with which your had 
invariably mentioned the unhappy affair at Benares. .His 
Majefty's lefs prejudiced fervants* may perhaps entertain 3. 
Very different opinion of it, when all the circumftances arc 
fairly and candidly related to them, I know Mr* Has- 
tings intimately, and I have feen a great deal of Mr. Burke 
in tlie laft fix months; nor will I allow, Sir, that your at- 
tention to'thofe amiable qualities, juftice and humanity, can 
exceed the Governor-General's. 

By the treaty of Fyzabad in May 1775, the provinces 
of Benares and Gazypore were ceded to the Eaft-IndiaCorh- 
pany, by the prefentVizier, Affoph ul Dbvvlah ; they were 
at that time under the government of Cheyt Sing, a ba£- 
tard fon of the late Raja, Bulwant Sing, who had himfelf 
becrt confirmed and kept m the poflcflion of thefe zemin- 
daries, by our influence. It was agreed that Cheyt Sing 
fho'«Jd hold them as a vaflal of the'Eaft-India Company, 
precifcly in the fame manner as he had held them from his 
late fovereign the »Vizier, to whom he had paid twenty- 
four lacks of rupees annually, and extra fums, in lieu of his 
quota of troops in time of war, agreeable to the conftitu- 
tion of the Empire. In my poor opinion, Sir, the queftion 
is fimply this: Did we enter into an engagement with 
Cheyt Sing not to deroand more than twenty-four lacks 
annually from him, let our exigencies be ever to great ? 
If we did not, where was the injuftice in our government, 

oi 
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of demanding from Cheyt Sing lefi fjhan a moiety of the 
fums te had paid to Sujah Dowjlah ? fhzt ;fuch requifi- 
tioris were made by the Superior power in JjJengal, appear* 
from an authority which, I am fare, you wijl not difpujte, 
your friend, Mr. Francis, has informed us, that Alliverdy 
Cawn, during the Mahratta invaiion, applied to $he Raja 
of Piirnea for money on account of the extra expence <j£ 
the war, who immediately gave him an 9^er upon JiIjb 
banker for twelve lacks of rupees. The. Raja flood.. pre- 
cifely in the fame fituation with refpeO: to Alliverdy Cawn, 
as Cheyt Sing cjid to our government wheij the demand W*# 
• made upon him. , 

Our army continued upon a peace eftabljfhmcnt frc*m 
May 1775 to July 1778 ; the £aja, of courfe, paid h}$ 
annual tribute, and no more. When we received advice 
of a rupture witji France, it was though^ necefiary to raifc 
Several new corps, in all twelve, battalions ; and Cheyi; 
Sirig was very equitably called upon by. the unanimous 
voice, of the Supreme Council to contribute nis proportion 
towards this additional expence. The annual fum was 
fixed at five lacks of rupees. Mr. Haftings was dire$e<J 
to write to the Raja^ and to afiure him he fhould not be 
fubje^led to this extra payment after the conclufion of the 
war. Cheyt Sing reluctantly complied with the; requififiqn; 
The tranfaftion was related to the Court of Directors, who 
warmly approved of it. The fecond year, when there \yas a 
great probability of a change in administration in Bengal 
Cheyt Sing pofitively refufed to pay the money ; but §ir 
Eyre Coote joining heartily with the Governor-General 
in fupport of the Company's authority, two battalions of 
feapoys were marched to his capital, and he then corn-' 
plied* The third year he again refufed, and he accom- 
panied die refufal by a declaration of his prater inability^ to 

pay 
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pay th'U fum any longer. Whatever impreflion the plea of 
inability may make in England) every man who has ferved 
, in Bengal muft know the falfity of it. , By the moft mo- 
derate accounts, Cheyt Sing 'became poffeffed of twa Bul- 
lions fterling in fpecie upon the death of his. father* 'the 
annual revenues of # Benares, &c. are. 75 lacks of rupees; 
and the Raja paid us 24 lacks annually the firft three years, 
and 29 lacks from 1778 to 1781. If, therefore, the de- 
mand is founded upon juftice and precedent, the plea of 
inability will at onccappear falfe and evafive. The It^ja 
had fubmitted to demands infinitely more oppteffive when 
he was a vaffal to Sujah Dowlah. , Captain Harper has (old 
your Seleft Committee laid year, that the Zemindar of 
Bernares furnifhed affiftance to the Vizier in time of war, 
as a matter of courfe. In fhort, I never heard the juftice 
or the propriety of the demand called in queftion by any 
man, at all converfant in the copftitution of the Mogul 
empire: yet you, Sir, are pleafed at all times, and in all 
places, to term it a fhameful robbery. I believe you are 
candid enough to allow, that Mr. Haftings or his friends 
have not profited by it. Sir, I applaud the goodneff of 
your heart, but " you have paffions that outftrip the 
€i wind." I hope, however, that the good fenfe. and Mo- 
deration of the Englifh nation, already roofed by the ViOr 
lent perfecution of Sir George Rodney, (whofe crime, I 
think, was robbery too in your idea) will prevent the Bli- 
tifh interefts in India from falling a facrifice to them^ 
Every reafonable man, connected with the Company, 1% 
I affure you, Sir, alarmed at your violence. To ovarii 
jn one moment, all our eftablifhments in the Eaft ; to;p<* 
call men who have retrieved our affairs, when jqduccd to 
the laft diftrefs, and when they were deemed defperate both 
at home and abroad ; appears, at the firft view of it, to b* 

abftltt* 
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*$lblute ro&dnefs. Yet fuch would have been the confe- 
rences, if the motion which yoo fo warmly fupported on 
the 16th had been cordially received at the India* Houfe* 
It rtm as follws : " "that it is the duty of (he Court of Di* 
reftors to remove thofe men, in whateuer degree employed* 
&c. f * including Mr* Haftingfe* Sir Eyre Coote, Mu Whee- 
ler, and almoft.*veFy civil and military fervant of rank in 
India. 

In my next tetter I fliall take leave to relate the unhappy 
tonfequences of Cheyt Sing's intemperate and unconftitu- 
tional refiftance* 

A % I A.T I G V S. 
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XXS the unfortunate events which followed the refufal of 
Cheyt Sing to comply with the demands of the Supreme 
Council, areas yet but imperfectly re^ated^ I fhall forbear 
atiy farther comments upon them for the prefent, except to 
oofervc that the letter which Cheyt Sing wrote to Mr. 
Haftings, was not a fubmtffive one, and that if it is com- , 
pared with the former letters of that Rajah, or of Bulwaut 
Sing to former Governors, it will be found that Mr. 
Haftings is juftified in faying that it was offenfive both in 
ftyle 1 and fobftance. — The feverity which Mr. Haftings 
exefrcMed 'to the Rajah, a Zemindar dependent upon our go- 
vernment, was not greater than that which the Supreme 
Council authorifed Mr. Goring to exercife in 1775, to a 
perfon of infinitely fuperior rank — I mean the Begum, the 
widow of Meer Jaffier, and the guardian of the Nabob of 
Bengal. 

H Mr. 



jo LETTER IV. 

Mr. Thomas Pitt ha* wifely fiud, that, fpcqulative opt* 
nionft would ruin EngUiid*— If wc carry your fpeculativo 
opinions into practice, I am furewe hdreno claim to, do** 
minioti inAfia; all our poffcffiom there are. ufurpations 
undoubtedly ; we gained India by the fword, and by the 
fword we muft. prefer ve it to this country* Not, Sir, tha* 
1 am left inclined than yourfelf to juftice^ moderation, ami 
good faith,'— but we muft fometimes fubmit to political ex* 
pediency.— The gentlemen of the Houfe of Common*, Who 
ately voted a gain ft Mr. Haft ings 9 have borne ample teftinaony 
to his integrity and fplendid talents, — yet, inftead of layiog 
down a precife line for his conduit in future, they come , 
to a refolution, that it is the duty of the Court of Direc- 
tors to remove him, in order to deprive his conftituents of 
the benefit of his talents hereafter. The unanfwerable ar- 

r 

guments of Commodore Johnftone had no weight With 
them, unlefs it Were to draw from you that violent and . 
unjuftifiable declaration, that the Court of Proprietors had, 
no voice in the removal of Mr. Haftings from the go* 
vernment of Bengal. I am a Proprietor, Sit, and noin- 
confiderable part of the /mall fortune I acquired abroad, is 
Veiled in Eaft-India Stock. This declaration of your's, 
Would, I confefs, give me great alarm, were I not well af-' 
fured that our prefent Dire&of s will not attempt to move, in 
a matter of this importance, without confulting their con- 
ftituents.-- -Yon have obferved, Sir, that until Directors, 
Proprietors, and in. Ihort the whole nation lhall get the 
better of avarice, we cannot hope for amendment. I con- 
fefs this was an excellent fally, and the language is admirable 
from a man who has juft jumped into the receipt 0J4OO0I. a 
year, befrdes douceurs for the various branches of his fa^ ' 
mily. But if we, who depend upon the receipt of our di- 
vidends for a fubfiftence, are to be deprived of it, in order to 

'tarry - 
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carry your fpeculative opinions into p raft ice, what is to be- 
oom& of- us h I was, I confeft, very well pUafed with one 
declaration of your's* that no man who had been fafpe&ed 
of peculation abroad, or convifttd bf bribery at bonte f fhould 
fill a ftaiion of importance in India ; I am now therefore > 
perfectly convinced^ that foifce gentlemen who have been 
publicly talked of for the government of Bengal, or as menu 
bcre of that adminiftratiofl, may give up all hopes of fnc~ 
cer$— fince they certainly come within that ' defcription of 
taeo, whorii you have fo juftly pronounced to be improper 
ptrfans to fiiifuch honourable and refpeftable ftations. 
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To the PROPRIETORS of EAST-INDIA/ ' S^b^S^' 

GENTLEMEN, 

XT cannot but be matter of furprifce to every imp^ti^c 
t>bferver of: public affairs, that the labours of two tno& *&►' 
fpeftable Committees of the Hdufe of Commons, exerted 
through many months with unabated ardour, fhoirld appeal 
at lad .to have hardly any other objeft, than the removal of 
a Governor, or Governors, from.forae'of the Eafi>Ino*ift 
Company's fettlements. — The aftonifhment muft be greatly 
increafed, when it is remarked, that fo much energy and 
fych powerful erjgines, have not yet proved equal to th!e> 
attempt* The tafk of affixing the ftigma of culpability on 
an unblemifhed charafter becomes every day more difhV 
cu't, Brilliancy of imagination, and fertility of argument, 4 
have rufhed like a torrent through the Houfe : fhifr, fab- 
terfuge,, mifreprefentation, and quibble, have afmoft car- 
ried our understandings by ftorm without doors ; arid yet 
the grand affair is ftill incomplete. — The delay of a wfeekj 
of a day,, of an hour, is felt on both fides — but with very 
different fenfations, The friends of the Governor-General 
pre convinced that the integrity, the wifdom, the humanity 
pf that great man wUl> **nd muft, fooner or later, be imi- 
verfally acknowledged,* — and they flatter tnemfelves, thqt 
every d*y gains them a new profelyte ; henc6 their wi(h' to 
procraftiuate. Internal convi&ion ispo lefs poweffulbu 
$he oppose party, and aftuates on their fears in. a rhore 
than ecjuaj proportion. As the eyes of peopie gradually open, 
the private or partial, or unworthy views of pertain irite- 
spfa4 mw,may at length glare out in their true cokmfrs ; 
jand xhe moft cornplying fpirits may in time grow* tirfedbf 
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bowing to the gauze of patriotifm, whenever it fails to 
con<je^l {He, deformity of perfonal ambition. Hence their 
aimoft indecent urgency of difpatch. r r ~ '* /: • -. -.< 

The two Committees, which for a long time were thought 
fioftile to each other, have now joined iflue, and deemed 
determined to keep up the ball of cenfure, by a perpetual y 
repercuflion of ajttack. The Seleft Committee, in examin- 
ing the proceedings of the Court of Judicature in Bengal, 

' difcovers Mr. Waitings to have tampered with the Tndepen*- 
dence and integrity of a: Judge. Scarce has the accufatioa 
gone fbrth,r when the neceffity and policy of thelneafurein 
qucftion is fo accurately displayed, as to convert it to a moft 
laudable effort for the public tranquillity. The learned 
Chairman from the Secret Committee brings up forty-four 
reiblutions, fome of fad, and many otberwife ; but wtth 
no other -oftenfible objeft than that of crimiriatrng Mr* 
Haftings in his political department. . Before he can get 

s them through the Houfe, their purport is canvaffed without 
doors, smd the principle of moft of them refuted, 'from the 
very t/ext whence they were drawn. The Seleft Committed 
then endeavour to mould into fome fhape an ill-dtgefted 
inafs of old and long-refuted charges, filhed up afrcfh from 
ont Mn% Goring. This ftubborn embryo has not yet ac- 
quired the form or confiftertcy of a Report.; but whenever 
it ftiall appear, it will certainly undergo fome difcuffions^ 
not quite palatable to its parents and god-fathers. In the 
mean time, the game is held out by an artificial difpofirion 
of the imperfeft fragments of a mutilated ftory from Be<- 
nares. This arrived too late tpconftitute a component fec- 
•tion bf the fixtji Report from the Secret Committee ; but 
<tqo opportunely, not to become a moft valuable tidcr, or 
aj^er- piece. The grand battery of forty-four refolutiohs 

. fya« already opened, but the laft piece was flow to be hfew. 
r-~ • . barged, 
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charged, and levelled, like that of a -jrifletoatii' point Wank 
at the enemy's General : great part of it* fpree lay ill it* 
precipitancy. On Monday, a ftew report and motion rfc- 
fjte&ing the Benares bufinefs is promifed in the Heufe' of 
ConufeOosfor the next Tueflay;— the publifher takes up 
tbo whole, of Monday toight to print it ; — oa Tuefday, oat 
i* comes, as a frefh Report, (being nothing bat an abridged 
and avowedly rmperfeft ftatctntnt of the behaviour of Ra- 
jah :Cheyt Sing, Zemindar of Benares, in a fti art letter 1 
framMr.Baftmgs,and another (hort letter from the Council- 
General of Bengal) and this phantom of intelligence (as if 
it were a full proof of delinquency) is followed tip with a . 
direct propofal for the recall of Governor-General Hafttngtf* 
by a modification of the forty-fourth refolutiou. Thus is 
the: Benares buiinefs^ which every* builder, who knew any 
.thing of Afiatic architecture, would reject as a worthtefe 
pebble, become the corner-Hone in the edifice of accufatibiU 
In plain terms, of all the various charges which have been 
exhibited againft Mr; Haftings, his difpute with Cheyt 
Sing muft feem to every man, acquainted with' the princi- 
ples and politics of Indian governments, by much the moflr 
frivolous. All the pains which have been taken by a great' 
Patriot both in public and in private, to brand it wifli the 
-ftigma of a r$bbtry 9 ^ avc ^en thrown away, —no left than* 
another great Patriot's ridiculous renunciation of his iharc 

4 

in the Company's dividend* Not a m$n who heard tbip 
imperious and difappointed bafhaw iahis ofUfttatiotts pr4~ - 
tences to fdf-denia], and .pecuniary filf-denial^ but laughed 
at him ; none who knew any thing of his practices in .India* 
or who have obferved his egregious vanity and profufion* 
fince his laft return, (and which of us has not obfetved it ?) 
but were di<guft«d at the naufeous improbability .. The fpot 
for the frcflvattack was therefore very wifely fhifted. The 

ftation 
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ftation of € rohbtryS 1*fide9 being untenable, belonged to 
the other Committee ; and appearances 'were much better 
preferv^d, by breaking ground on the fubjeft.of Cheyt: 
Sidg v $ rtaWMyby Mr. Haftings termed * difrefpe&ful and' 
unffttisfettory,* by the learned Lord < an acknowledgment* 
of ilavery.* 'Mr. Haftings has been upwards of thirty yeari 
in India; he bus on many important occafions a&ed as' 
Perfian interpreter, while refident at the Durbar, under' 
that great atod good man, (jovernor Henry Vanfittart: he fo 
an equal proficient^ and an experienced mafter in the dia- 
lefts of poetical competition, and of political negociation in 
India* Shall he go to fchool to the Lord Advocate to be 
taught the ftyle and. implication of a Perfian letter ? Does 
the learned Lord underftand an iota of its phrafeology, or 
even of its chara&ef ? Or dees, he pretend to the fame in- 
tuitive knowledge and literary fecond-fight as hath enabled 
another great genius to difcern at a glance, and to decide 
ex ctithedra, whether a tranflated letter were originally 
written in Engiifh or in Perfian? Such gigantic fcholarV 
carry before them the whole Encyclopedia of learning as 
eafily as they carry the Houfe of Commons ! After all i it 
is more than probable, that if all the perfons now in Lon- 
don, who have ever been m India, and who are converfant 
in the poli ttes of that country, were called to the bar of 
that Houfe, they would teftify their cleared fenfe of the 
impw#erftyle*addiftefpe&ful infinuations applied in Cheyt 
Sing- § letter; at lead it would be worth while to examine 
them. The acknowledgment of 11a very implies 1 about as 
much as if I ihould fubferibe myfelf, * your caoft obedient t 
humble ftrvant,'. to the Lord Advocate. 

Granting, however^for a moment,that the learned Lord's 
pofitiofr With refptft to the ft vie of Chtyt Sing ? s letter, be 
admiifible, he- hath introduced a cipcumftanee (if Mr. 
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Woodfallhas done juftice to his fpeech.qf Ttfeld^vVvrbklii 
when rightly ftated, would totally change j^&ature pf th$, 
auction. " This letter," : (fays the noble Cord) u hated 
the payment* of a tribute which the? Governor had no 
rigfrt.to demand, the impaling of f^veral^p^rp>n.s;. and 
" concluded with an acknowledgment of flavery j y^t this 
letter was termed infolent by tEe Governor and atcotinted 
a eauji for war" Under an idea that the Morning Chro- 
iiicle muft have imperfe&ly ftated the learned Lord's ipeecb* 
I cannot hefitate to pronounce pofitiyely, that nofuch caufe 
fir war was ever accounted to exift. The letter, was termed 
difrefpe&fu], and fo it undoubtedly is, — and moredifre- 
fpectful, from the taunting, ironical acknowledgment of 
flavery. It is alio' extremely prevaricating and unfrrjsfac- 
tory, (which furcly the learned Lord will. not deny) and 
was therefore deemed by the Governor a caufe for, putting 
the Rajah under an arreft. The fubfequent maiTacre of two 
companies of feapoys, and three European officers, by the 
contrivance and orders of Cheyt Sing,, was deemed by the 
Governor, .and raaft be deemed by all the world, a very. 
fufficient caufe for war ; if tjie learned Lord ihall chqofe to 
ftileby the denomination of war, a fpeciesof hostilities which 
began in treafon, and ended in rebellion, Cheyt Sing was 
not an independent Prince; hepwed the fealty of military 
fervice, or pecuniary commutation, to hw paramount, the 
Company, or the Company's reprefentative.; Jr^U refif- 
tance w$s rebellion, his downfal a judicial punilhq^ent, not 
a hoftile overthrow. It appears in evidence frojp Captain 
Harper, that he was forced, iinder the exigencie? u o£,ftate f 
to furnifh troops to his late fovereign, Sujafy ud Row la. 
Jipmediate lpft.of fortune and life, would then have followed 
tfye preemption of a refufal ; and the cppftUutjofl of the. 
. Mogul Empire would have juftified the execution. The; 
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Company U »w in the place of Sujah Dawla ; the Cora* 
pany*t general lenity is an aggravation to the Rajah's info- 
.fence. '. Should he now be reftored to power, it will be an. 
<jpcourageraenti a commiffion. to .every native of Hindoftao. 
to revolt from our dominion, and a pledge for bis fecurity 
'under a defeat ; on this plea the whole affair turns. Had 
Chey t Stng obeyed his arreft quietly, or rather had he givea 
orders for the payment of what the Goveftoc^vGeneral (by 
the feudal tenure of Cheyt Sing's Zemindary, and under 
fan&ion of the Company's affent) had a ftridt and clear 
right to demand ; had he conformed with iincerity to the 
neceffary regulations propofed for his condu&, the matter 
would have been fully fettled in three days, to the fatitfae- 
lion of all parties. What conftriidtion ftiall we now put on 
Cheyt* Sing's inexhauftible pleas of inability, when w* 
find, (as advices received two days ago fpecify) that lao 
lacks from his treafures have been already remitted to Cal- 
cutta? 

But it is now time to clofe my letter; I cannot doit 
without congratulating our felf-infpired fcholars 6n their 
knowledge of Perfian, as well as on fome more of their tri- 
umphs. But I muft beg leave to obferve, that it will re- 
quire an additional degree of dexterity, to convince an in- 
dependent Court of Proprietors of the neceffity of Mr* 
Hafting's recall. The gentlemen know that I, as. a mere 
private gentleman, fhould laugh at them, if they were to 
pritend, by a vote of the Houfe of Commons, to urge the 
expediency of merely removing my footman from one gar- 
irei id the next : much more, that the moft powerful and 
moft extenfive corporate body in this kingdom, may, and 
can, and ought to fet at defiance every attempt of this 
fingfe branch of the Legiflature, to domineer over their re- 
solutions, or to interfere in the internal management of 
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their domeftic concerns. The»very idea h an ift Aov^tfon on 
the principles pf the Bririlh'Conftjumpfl, Jf the Hodferwf 
Common* choofeto rteall Mr. Hkftingsy or any -<rther <ftr£j f v 
kt it be dfche fairTy and with effeft Jy. bUL knd confent of all 
the brandies of the Legiflaiure. I never* heard that the 
Houftf of Commons had any exciiifivfc poorer" or privilege of 
this find. v If the Eaft-India Company %4ii^Ufod with . 
rfieconduft of a Governor of their own, they need notfo- 
licit the affi$ance of the Commons ; they are competent; ta . 
do it in a legal and conftitutronal mode, nor do tfh«y "wait 
advice. The Court of Proprietors will feel cblle^ivety^ . 
what, each jmembcr feels as an individual, that the value pf . r 
thcir fteck depends on the abilities and integrity of their <te^ 
legated fervaijts. If there exifts a man more fit fpr the Mgh . - 
trnft of Governor-General than Mr. Haftings is, their &wn 
intereft will make them quick-lighted to the difcoveryv But 
thai man is yet to feek, and will, I fear, be > long unfotttid, 
to the unfpeakable mortification of 
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Giff3f^HslN(5?^ prrpftt«!rforai far revolt from the gpyefjimfat of 
ij^eagal^-^^t/U found «*o hare toiicipatcd. *h* unae o£ tfao 

"Governor Generals departure from, Calcutta, . Acknowledgmew 
of fla^rjMrf'irYs' mouthy burtreafon and rebellion in 2>is h$art. Hi! 
expre^hswfcre nwejf fo /ewiilc: and futnuitftye, at » after btis>axr*ft| 
at the very moment when two companies, of Seapoys, .^ti\ thrca 
jfcuropeairt' officers, were-'govng to be butchered under his eye,. a.i*4 
bv hi* immediate ordet*,. . 



•■-» > » 



' Wtferofmtoti had Cheyt&ing entertained of the Company's right, 

tf to -dittiand "^ddlfidnal tribute 1 or auxiliary troops on the event' of 4 

frar* *&£ad hi* letters -*- 3Por they indicate a doubt of the lcfcfclit yv 'o* 
proprlfctyj or even moderation of the demand * I^o, they teem witfe. 
plea* ofc inability 4 only— fuch as the cuftortt of ail the fcedal tenant* 
br rrihijita'ry Zemindars, throughout Hindoftan, renders fully war* 
ra'nt&blfe.'' But he well' knew the obligation, and hoped, perhapt* 
by' TUs* 'perpetual excufesj :td tire out the patience of hi* mailer^ oy 
to extort * from* their companion fome abatement; of the affeiTment* 
The 1 conftam example of Shuja ud JDowlah's valid and enforced 
claims" dn his father, and the* eftablifoed pra&iceof att India* could 
not leave a fhadow of doubt on his mind reflecting the full cwnpe> 
tcneyrotf^lk^Gouttcil-General's powers, 

I • • • , 

^ ; The°Rmife*'of Commons comes to rcfoiutions for- the nece/Sty vt 

fcdtttfeal 'ftfrftaraiice in India, -and for eftablifliing the c,hara6fcer of 
JftrrtlfcY moderation > good '■ faith, .&c on,; a-' renunciation of all con-* 
qtfe(fry-at : the : very moment that the -members .and the public ar* 
warmly «oTi^alulatm^jeaoh othec on' the repeated fuccefs of our 

: -' arms over tiyder Ally and the- Mahrastas» 

Wliat wilt the* natives of India think of Britifli moderation, 
when they fee*u«r tiirufting out every European nation by turns fron* 
the 'Afitttic continent. They have been accuftomed, indeed, .to 
lee us ouarfel with the French, and have been frequent witneffes ta 
\ bur fuperfdrity- — but Jwmv will they digeft our treatment of the 

[' lutein* who have proceeded on the uniform fyftern of neutrality for 

1 more than 15a -years, and have con&aitf lyatfocded an.afyium. for s&l 

parties, natives or Europeans, in all the ftruggles and revolution* 
whferf have happened fince that period* AU India can bear ftrong 
tcftimony to the peaceable behaviour and utyfufpecTing tranquillity of 
the Dutch in that Quarter ; yet we feiaer their towns, plunder tbeir 
'property, and impriftfn fhdir perfons, ;tfitho**>fa much as a declara> 
Nation of war— -Such vigoYou*' -mtafares . wili ..-probably infu re tht 
lubmfffibfr of 6ur Indian <ftibjedt> but .will hafdlr inl'piro.them yvitl^ 
Vloftf dplifton of our modi had on, Afiahas been ever ruled by the 
f<vord, trnd is how too far r adv^utftd f in -yevttotaftc any other prin* 
yijdlttpf'-gpy^pn.mcnt*. *•-••«* #• «.»..;.......•.♦. v 

'•* '' Rodney' « 



Rodney's recall was constitutional; it originated with" the minify 
by, in, whph> lodged t^« exefciitiyc*' }owef » Their rvgft was never* 
questioned, tmt the expediency of the mcafure his been much dif» . 
^tatedi Site how Mr. Fofc reprobates the idea, of *n* hftetfVreiit*'** 
the part of. tfoe tfoufe of Commons. WThe Cm/ft oi Dfrectors hoty 
the&tne relation to Mr. Haftings, with that ofaJtrirmlfratioh to 
Lord Rodney «^Aay more, a precife ntooV fof remoVittg She Gwfer- 
ftorrGrfiifflfti ive*pxe£iy .provided by 1aV, M find the Turner veiled m 
ithe Coin -of J&ire£tor» by aft o£ Parliament * where' then W there 
Jr#atn for the, interference of the Haufe of Commons ? *Th$ fine ft 
«t kaft inaccurately drawn in the one cafe as in the other* ' 

. ' T * 

t , m - ' ' * 

• Many are Mir* Halings's friends*, and his ' eitettiiet aire flnjjry** 
but they both join in admitting; hie finglar integrity* and all ac* 
knowledge the difficulty of finding an adequate iubftitutefdr'fidn in 
eh« government of Bengal. Not one of them but is free to declare 
the- jnfuniciency of each of thofe gentlemen* whofe name* are 

/whifpejred as candidates for the fuccelfion. Nothing is fo tafy as to 
point out what men are unfit for the office and why.' -The do&rih* 
$f the day is, that the Court of Director* is competent to remove 
9ft. Haftings without any communication with the 'Court $f Pro* 
lectori. The formal letter of the law, indeed, doelihu* Word ehe 

' ^ofition-^but yet doe* not warrant the conclufion tForhy $he ikmt 
lasjr, a general controujing power ovtr the Court of B^,6tors 9 : ia 

, lodged in that of the Proprietors j and the reafon of the ISjh^muj&s 
it evident, if law be theperfe&ion of reafon, as I fiave heard. For the 
"Court of Dire&ofs is, in FacV nothing hut a tommkjee v of *ft*b* 
jNrietors, a quorum for the difpatoh of btififtefs. They; arc the fiKk 
delegated fervants of th* Company, and at fuch, are accountable tQ> 
the whole body for their conduct. Dd not the Proprietors arcqadttfy 

. exert jbe right of reminding the refolutions of the JPtr«dors t and 

, de they not after all pofieft that rigfft. J ' ^ .; n- » s 

- ■ , • , ' • » ;;/ *; ' ., ,,'•" 

... Ybernintfy-y now cbhtehd that to them belongs the pc^wal'Aldi* 
. furesof the Company \ they claim all the power, andall the re/jpotA* 

bttity. The Chairman of the Court of Dircftorr on Ttefifcirthe 
.. *Ub of May (aft, landing up in his place in the floaft df ICcm* 
r toon*, acknowledged the juftice of the claim; a^ renbun*^;§*-th* 
, jjtead official few ant of ,thc Corapariy all palitical refponfibifitj-Wblt*" 
^oeWf > - Whexc. U .how. the. Company's independence!- J J ' : * - ri;: v * 

>,„; No.book>s» no theory, nofeclufe Speculation wtfleVeYfrtj^mih'w 
...fch~**$ce q£. Qpvcrnor General of Bengal \ hi thffc' M^t fttfliget 
political and commercial, knowledge, local irid experfmentaT^ ac^Uijred 
fey long refidence on.thc fj*»t ; he riiuft *n«t be fnflexibly ^vedde^to 
: tine «»4wiaji4g mode of action, nor jotted to aqy particular fyftem 
- -of Oeg^tion^ ^jHefhould hsive judgment oj difcern wh^rej^ tern- 
-y>ri*f r and rcfo^utioA to dare thcin^i©u« confctriien^ of a ^e»t 
tHlOf- In.uV>^ heVuiould Jkn^w;bdw to rela> in ivery ihinjeftuc 
egnty< Th« duty is of to mi9uo>a nature, and comprehends W 

many 
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tt^»y. &ferent : relationtwith .refpecY to Europe, and India, St it fo dif- 
ficult to hold the balance in fueh a manner between" therd>' at Iftfcat* 
^fhat u fervktabie to the one nUtf not injure the* other, thai it t* rather 
morf u wwtor4iuary a ihah Jhould *rer have been found ttfr hold the 
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Company 

and the nation;, f Jhouldbehaftpy to fee 5he of tiffifWrmotityf* 
, / an^tio^jut prewfely into tar. HaiUnlsVphce^or a few^yfeart. ** 

woul<! only jpauejl to lMftrt one article i* the tre^t' tWifc M* 1 * IW* 
i. ting* Ihouldprevioufly ftipulate, that he 1 wilt not refde after ttofet/or 

p faft yearfe t^ return once more" and be the falvation of India. 

j£veVy>m>n,prefumes toderriand the government, paftiiltilfcrfy ' t# 
.iejias ever beeji.in India, j if he 'have "but birth, or 'ImpWencey-.oV 
*Jbaa*red fortune,., be thinks jiimfelf entitled and Well qualified for 
tfiejjog^ the Courts of' IKre&ors and Proprietors hiay, if the'ytehb^fe 
.ifa .place the alternative of the Company's profperifcy and £e?Aitid|l 
in. fch hands. M # ut they Would not employ' a (hoemaker whohgd'ttot 
f«rye^ {even y£ars appf entice fhip. The time may come, when Iil- 
7 ^oian affairs ftiaU be fo methodically and fyftematically arrange 1 d (prift-* 

^jpall^byMr., Hafiings's long and fuccelsful labours) that ah]f J tiWti 
of cofnmoii ttnderftanding and common honefty may manage thettf 1 
^j^efcnt nothing left than uncommon tatents and uncommon integri- 
ty wiil do the^ufinefs, India is not yet ripe For your 'Si— -arfan4 
J J f » y < 9* We JrtiiA now have a man who can refill ftrcmg^temptatJoKt^ 

and who ha* c»ther modes of ihewing his Contempt of moneys than 
by .foundering in every vain and profligate extravagance - iznmctafJ* 
,jfrms acquired, With* very lufpicious rapidity. ' ""* ' V • 

No man is blamed as a public chara&et, for dedicating feme por- 
tion 6f his time to his private affairs : It is even allowable for hfrtt 
. io^nd-jhe meant, of connecting his own perfonal intereft with his of* 
^aaldujy. But he only is truly great who has no timit (bt hirafelf, 
v anfl.w^ never *^\ts- f elf -cenfidc ration to go hand in hand wttfc'tltf 
Jju&ne^ of the State. The illuirrious Vafcd de Gaina, who 'fir* 
j fc|aatfA$fef pfixif^Lcfc power in India, brought no acquired wealth 
-groin $fc£Bf£* W the nrft China orange^tree, a rioble inheritance 
Which he bequeathed to the European world. 1 Mr* Haftingt, after 
having ferVed thirty yiitp in India, without' a vice to gratify ^or a* 
, eatfravifiaace to feed, is jiot noVv worth half the falary he has received 
* &.*4 5 parliament for' the laft (even yeaj*. Mr. Francis, who baa 
- Jfitr)^fp^ewhat"le(s than thofe feven yeaVs; ahd with two-. fifth* o* Ate 
JVF0<fy|)ie^ the richer man. ' , ' r ' ' ^ L 1 *-' 1; * * 









4 . :%. l^itigs has acduired friends aniong thofe whb-kno^^HlVby 

J\if gte^ perfo^a^abilityj^mong thofe who ktftmhi'm^oVbNr W 

: ^pompta^n*.' jfti^charafter and hU cohduft *^y ^(er%^^hfcir 

^^fiiikr Ut\% tui niver; grWifiied any ©f'ihem it thi ytifo**** 



cii&tunm that lie is un fiauVj- by RrVati'Vartlality >n *& line* ciMfii 
K#k c .W..<wt : for.jtbc ,fome r reafon.th.ofe ^ho l«\x ^«^d wn 'tie 
^flr>decia^,ewnity '"towards him, htavc l^en : j^ehnlfl8t wSHSfry' 
*my'J !i Qfr 1 fr*& FF*^'* fqrjthem by their lefe tou^itfU j>atto&. 
tka* b*, might noefecm actuated by a iptrit of revthsffcl '"i.boi rkalfe£ 
•j^f0g r ^to.CDii9ftty , « fcryant« now at home. ThoGcrVh© <ktA&h 
tftt .U^t{^gaj)^- ( A& Haftjugs't poUtici,. arid k %t£ Wty^pgJ^ 
G^ p^s tq* fapfk&t Him/, wallow, in wealth obtained ;uader)ii a 
t#ry^W?h. They arc, indeed, at once the' accufcnyand t^e FJp^'^ 
bit miicopj^ui}. .Their acquisitions are a Reproach tp'TVfr.' j[Khin$st % 
'The few who. are called his friends cannot at bed rife above an hum- 
kle - mediocrity, and the greater\cart are now folicitinijt to returnVAo, 

fadiTforb^d; ' * ' ' *• "<'^> 

• lord Clivt, with all his merit; ha^ottlifr'eVw&rq^Ti^tiolii 
*£>* cirrU' governor. Military habits nevc'rlWwell upon cpn'okcifciat 
pgWtStcjWv, Hit own glory and the. Compiny'^adianttge* yere ^t%c 
xafnlfcrf ,*hr well exercifed talents of a foldier, " With a warmth* of 
g^iua,^ promptitude of dec^ion, a#d a vigour of execution 'unknown 

ifcl&MVWl 8 ' ^ ■?*<#*» °* ^ V ,l % ^ or tne tormenting details, and \ 

f<Wml minuti^ of .a peaceful adminiftration, founded on rcommeri 
cjal ba£s. .Mr. Hastings makes no pretentions to military n^pru. an,q 
I«rUcJhas. never embarked in war but witn'a decifive fucce'li. . \iuV 

Sjnjf§ .^£ve fought and conquered as often. under his aufpices as ub 7 » 

If C jive's command, and that with the disadvantage of a frequent f 

rtWgP °f generals. In the mean, time 'civil* arrangements have oc 7 
cupied much the greater portion of his * nine/* and ate infinitely tfc^ 
moft valuable part of his administration. * His 'acoiomMl plans 
hut* ifowj the. Company immenfe.Aim*. . His. pojitif^l neg^ieqpes 
fefftrc -procured them </* ftHW.much more. His. encouragements 
bfrye j3jl$lcfl 10 the mercantile gains of bis. employers, ahdhis^regu; 
frttWH.t , &« PTofpeftty of the ft ate, In' his ti me new manufacture! 
iyayeibefn brought, to maturity, and the ojd toWffettion.f Mines "of 
IjoaJ, iron. &c. have been worked to advantage ; commerce and in* 
f&rnal lnjtercourfe haj^c been, prompted, by rendering navigable many 
fianajs t^at wcrf obftrufiedby^'fands and by ne wants' where ndneb^or^ 
fj^flpd* Ther native languages of India hare 'been'ptfntcd on'tHe 
^ptj-andttbe d^or^hu^ihut.on the general profpqrky of \he liatlVeV 
toiorgery, -without the^ nt«xfluy of afang«Wryipenal.lav«. I Tranfi 
fc^oos-hava been procured, x>f alL the moft^ rejpe6lai?Ie a^'4'T>|n<H4 

mmAfo *m*)faA^lh }fy iVfah^mvt^n or Hindoo iifflefn^ .^r 
tbe geiKral direction of all judges, inthe country courts and' to mi 
exceeding fatisfa&ion of all the inhabitant's.' in fltort, indiiUry has 
^e# i»6ijittlj;. .^ wouraged^ internal tran^iyitjr 9 effeauajl v^ feezed* 
<Mfc4 t^fc cwamfr^.^, politic,, the,legljla.rur^^n^-the finances n^ 
Jte^gaJ, improved Within the laft feven years/to'fo wbnderftti a pit™ 
*k*t#tp*«ftnt tlje u very e^iftence of tke ^mflj efnpire feemsvon £& 

tea^to be allowed to 4*j*e*nd! "qa tK<r nreUrvVuba pf .b$f "A^jfAfe 
444uen^ 
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iras refolved, *« that it was the duty of the Coixrf of Dire&or 
to remove him." Mr. Burke was then in office, and he ap 
peared b$a% upon procuring Mr. Haftings's removal, with ; 
folicituda as earneft, and a vengeance as unrelenting, as h 
had fa recently d if played in the persecution of the eallan 
LordRddaey* on tbe evidcncerof two Jews* and .a Swifs. Al 
oppofttion was therefore vain ; the friends of Mr. Hafting 
did not divide the Houfe, which confifted of 43 Members 

, but Commodore Johnftone plainly told the Ministers of tha 

' day, if they were determined to remove Mr. Haftings^ tha 
was rjot the way Jib do if-s — tlie Qirelfiors wotild not obey a re- 
folution of one branch of the legiflature. 3Mr. Fox forgo 
himfelf fo far on that occafion, from a defire to oblige hi< 
friend Mr. Burke, as to declare* that if the Directors fhoulc 
refufe to obey a refolution of the Houfe of Commons* the) 
ought to be impeached : yet did I hear this fame Mr. Fox. 

. this*£onfiftent State/man^ affert, a few days afterwards in the 
debate Upon Mr. Rigt>y's balances, that all the world Jki^w 
a refolution of the Houfe of Commons was of no er£e$fc^-thai 

• t n6 > rnarj, or body <>f men, was bound to pay obecfierioV to it ! 

_ How ihall \ye reconcile this declaration \ to Mr. '^bifs, pro- 
pofed impeachment of the. Directors ? " ' ( "" 

The refolution thus pafled,' was ferit to the Court of" Dl- 

. jre&ors; but they were prevented frpm proceeding upon it^ 
by the interference of the C«uft of proprietors^ whpWve de- 
clared that they will give up their cturtej:, ratter, than cohfeht 
to the removal of Mr, Haftings until fbme.. ground of de- 
linquency can be proved againft him. An enquiry into his 
condu& has commenced at the India- Houfe. Under this en- 
quiry, his friends are perfectly eafy ; they wiA to promos .it 

. to the utmoft of their power, being fully convinced' ihat an 
unprejudiced Court of Proprietors will nnd it to have been* 
what the Secret Committee of the Houfe of Ceptpons de- 
clared it wfis upon feveral very critical occafiQns^wiIe t fpi- 
rited, prudent, iui$, and pr6per/ . . 1 3 

. Mr. F©X, in his famous %eecn in, the Houfe 6t Commons, 
has faid, that there were other caiufes. of difference between 
Lord ShelbUrrie and himfclf, u that Lofd Shelbiirne wanted 
to fcreen fome Caft-India culprits/* If Lord Shelbiirne was 
averfe to the removal of Mr. Haftings in the prefent molt cri- 
tical ftate of the Company's affairs, I avow, that he a&cd 
the part of a wife minifter, and an honeft tnan ! 
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IN thfclefter which I addreffed to yotia few days ft^ f 4on~ 
cHely, and. I hopte* impartially, tfdafdd- the ftepl t&fc&iSy 
the two Committees of the Hotife of Cothmtms, j! td rcftotfce 
Mt. Haftings from the : ' government oPBei^al? V4NM<tmr 
troubftyou with a few remarks on the cbndudTof thriCJ&mfe- 
jnen in Leadenhall-ftreet, firft however obftrvitig^tfi^ *U v > 
men who are convtrfarit in the affairsof thtrEiifW^tt Com- 
pany, 1 orinterefted in its pfofperity, mtf ft iecdllfcfi, thfitchte- 
jng the tiirfe ihe Secret Committee was' fitting, yt'irtw Pepcid 
edly affetteU Jlxy many anonymous writers^* tnfetftff ttHaftings 
<c was the aiithor of the Maratta War.'* Mr. PHftds Hftafe^d n 
in lift patntthlet, that; Mr. Haftings's denial of tHrs'fiiai^d^W 
he received with univerfal aftonifcm^nt. In rtfplf^fe^hterf- 
fertiolri, Major Scott publicly aVowed, thkt i >mr$ HiHtngs 
would be warranted in having made that rfeelJratioi^'by the 
reports of the Secret Committee. TBofe, Wtfti Ae ^pp&ilfac 
to each, Ynake two very large volumes' in'fbfio } £ fhidW«fcvfe 
reports brtly i^hich contain the rife arid prt)g¥afsw>t*teMafi«fct 
war 5 but as I fear, Mr. Editor, feWnfctt'WiMfft^H^tyfldi 
amidff TucK a mafs of matter, Iffiall refrthe pmjrt(i^€if WWdr 
Scott's affertioh, upbn ad^clafatiori whtdhfdl ft^-th$dLdrd 
AdV6cAtte"himfelf:— «« that the Maraud wsft^oiigtniite*« &i 
*«• Bombay, and was encouraged and a'pffrbved 6f by*thd£<tan 
" of Direaors/* The Lord Advocate was' indttefed Wjflflfce 
this confeffion, by Mr. Powys having* dedai^d it : t^ be hi* ^pi- 
nion, :<< that'Mi*. Haftings' was hot the aluthot of t&ic? Mjwwa 
<c ^.* ! « "AlAough 1 he wasfreed ffom this ,: burttettiJ*«re^eere 
otheif {>art$ of his bjiiduft Which induced 1 the »Wift? wdwef- 
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mine* C€ that it was the duty of the Court of Directors to r 
** move him." 

i It was thought proper, on the 20th of June, to call a Gen 

xaJ Court of Proprietors, for the exprefs purpofe of taking tl 

vote iikto confideration ; fo refpe&able a meeting had not a 

pear4t af fbejf n&aj Hov^fe ^r, rjiany y?ai?. ? t|ajfub|e& w 

fairly and ably argued, notwithftanding the attempt of an i 

luftrious lawyer to divert the attention of the Proprietors fro 

the important objeft of their deliberation. The cohclufic 

which, the Court, came to was decent, juft, and proper :- 

« that to remove-ilr. Haftiags,*me*e]y in compliance with 

ic vote of one branch of the Legiflature, without being fir 

" convinced of his delinquency, would be to give up the u 

c i dependency of the Company," It was further refolve< 

** that no fteps were to be taken refpe&ing his removal, wit I 

** out a previous communication to the Proprietors." 

\d %ej»ic;y^h t^dernefs, and without rcfentment, of there] 

£t#afe)t Qefttlenaan who lately iilled the . Chair of the Direc 

>$«m^T h*t h&dy > Sir, there was a ftrange abfurdity in tb 

i*mto&)of this bufinefs from the firft to the laft. That Get: 

fcfefiW* had beta, an active Member of the Secret Committee 

ihe ^fmfeatod tO) he iupported the mode adopted for effe<ftin 

Mf^iiafitngB's (removal -, but when he fpoke behind the bar 2 

ttMb India Houfe, he fajd, " To be furea vote of one branc 

*Q&*ta Lsgiftature is not to influence, the Dire&ors ;" — yet h 

i^tW.irt-thej lloufe of Commons, r Sir Henry Fletcher was ther< 

iaffll i believe Mr. WUkinibn too* when Mr. Fox made that un 

[C08&i$*ti9nal declaration,, that if the Dire&ors did not con 

JQrot.te (the, v^ote pf the Houfe^ , they ought, to he impeached. 

4ifthirik, Sir,if i had had the honor-of fitting in Jfarliameni 

of being; ra^mber^f the Secret Committee, and a Dlire&c 

v^fithpr^ft' India Company, and had been confeientioufly c 

?Gpilii$jP*?*haf Mr.: Haftings ought to be removed, X would hav 

ii»for^ t^ t^4r,^e<^onftitu tional modeof effeding-tt ^ I waul 

chwt ^ifMiflirhgittgi*** bUlfar his removal ; ,b^ I nsvc 

COtfid }hay>e> joiRpd ia- voting Aat it was my duty, and the dut 

ia£ jfiy rhrotber Directors, to *en>ove f him f?£ a&s* on'iwhicfc. W 

hai jdbrfild^ paffed either cenfuce or approbation. ( , A moment 

xc&bfkiAn #fiU,$aairince any reasonable man. iipon what.diftei 

4&Uq#in$ipk$ an enquiry at the India Houfe,an4 in Pariia 

»5»ufttbfl ^ar.ried o^ : $he latter may commence *b*ix. en 

r } period they *hink .proper,} dmt; [yap ,th©;fojrfnei 

twfe&foQmityvfo foi?^ ,-The iiw&t* ofttafltffiiwvrilt qp*. al 

VwrtPW *&**& r^fe fo%!Wto this A*je£t<w i : S<^d.wi#H ^ 
4 i Will endeavour to explain mvfelf in a few wor js : the Seen 
•': 8% Cornmitte 
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Committee cenfure Mr. Hafldiig$ for^Uir W^^^be^Kaftg^ 
tribute, ami. for bis concern^ the RpbiJla : Kya*f VJterifcf faflr 
tranfa#ion r Mr^ft>Wy« *** 9$ opfW^itVfe^HrfH^AAddl 
be recalled. .;£ wai, hawnw r ^o» 

month* erf ttayfsaj l7^'«d'4v^o < Bfj^pH^^^h4^iv^ 
merit upo'j| ? &» 1775* The ftoppag*,0f{ ^flSUBg&tffbuidp 
under all ttfce cirpiuftftancef .^4mhrjK{e^dp^^*2M»»»b%Uf ap* 
proved of vyct the>Houie of Common fta# lA^a&^^oittft 
others, }as ; gfl»unds tot .Kefolvjpg, M. -that ,it,fo[ fkzAvty irfithe 
" Coujt ofDirp&or* to rjemove MrMHafi^gf^ft^Jf vrnpiikto 
lights cart be tjjjwiftujpft the! %g^ tig* h&wviiftiRenpL® 
it is . undt^btje% tbejfotyQ/-the£^*,^ 
fider tbenB^ r Rth,ei;^i4e <their d*£#G& f fca* ^r^f g&BHcfafthjM di* 
they hav^.besfi grofMyaiegligp^of .4feeirrdP9*pn3&c^£te 
ftantly *efc#iye ;: advri$es. £rom»Benga) T ,apd,of o^*fe rwrwer/tbo 
letters they receive : the ;JDire£p;r$,c&n J^e^orfeifioiih^tbeii* 
enquiry wjm^o^ 

advices which have arrived fubfequent to the cl^f^tof dbrindaft 
difpau^^f |bd t^y bought Mr f pa&f^gnjtort^fcMe-. 
main In J:heir ierv^e, they. might have &WY^Mr£-ihy*t§ 
addrefs toiths Crown, Dot would he havebwtfawuntthbfafem 
Majefty's Jaje Minifters. But. fo 'far was hisjofy^<fefronr 
fubje&utg him to fucji a difgrac^ that in loofciwoiterlAfiDJf 
of the Company's general letters as are .printed iMflffffiflctfl «i* 
port of tjie Secret Committee,, I faid. great Q0mmcrida^aniJ 
beftowe^ uporvhufc, far his Wg^ati<^ w^ 
for the manly, decided, and fpirited exertions, by which he 
preferved the Carnatic. 

I cannot conclude this letter without obfe^«g rr tb^w^eg- 
sity and abilities may be ferviceable to a man, even inthefe 
degenerate days, Mr. Haftings, an unconnected individual, 
without borough influence, or an overgrown fortune, but 
merely by the weight of his perfonal character, hath been able 
to defeat the attempts of one branch of theLegidature, and of a 
popular Adminiftration to remove hint from. his. government. 
Let it be remembered, that Mr. Burke and Mr. Fox ftrained 
every nerve to carry this point when they were Minifters of 
this country ; when they poflcfled a great fhare of popularity;* 
the former oy his reputation for difintereftedneft, and rheiatter, 
acquired by his pofitive and unequivocal declaration that herpatd 
make peace with America, and would engage: to do it, even 
though Lord North was the Minifteri provided the negociatioa 
was committed to him. If others of his Majefty's minifters were 
inclined to think more favourably of Mr. Haftings, as MnrFox 
has infinuated, they certainly facrificed 'their inclinations to 

' • - preferve 
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tofa*e 'tJftaiiimity in the national councils; for Mr. Raftin 
#ai pfefttlied by ih* virtuous efforts of a great majority of 1 
*bAdfe%f*Atfbb conftituents,* by men tato ttuMhavfnoprivi 
tubas Agtafito^who had never been in haMtg otf intlhhrtry wi 
hgfav ;sWfto<Wftft *f tlfciiv be was hot eVeh pcffofiHPf khow 
* TtiJtheircverkto^ Htfndr let it be obfcrVcd, tfhafe they Wt>i 
nqr^hftrit- Wgftie up a tfcair, who had faithfully and 'niece; 
ftdlyr ferved dferti two-ahdifhirty years, becaufe'Mr. Burl 
m the beftrftf his grea^nefs^ had determined it fliould be : 
Qfritba* gfcntleiiutfi^ fcnowkdge in Ihdk pdlitfci, thtey h 
Ctajm ^kperiwice. Ifc- obtained a quaMficat?dn in ryftr, a 
attended) Xipfcrt party qufcfltorfs for* month or ttfrb. wfe can 
of ipirabHa&i bow he ttthfbwnded the RHftA*, theCtfkrdc 
aaAlhcafl&ngevand what grofs ignorance he ^betrayed of i 
, cdiiBHmmihft *# the femce. The knowledge Which he ) 
fiiacb afiqahed^hsts enabled him to difcover, that, to fave t 
Gottt>»V^Wis muftdiftiiifs the ableft Britiffi fubjeftvih Jn< 
fteima^ fervid •■ ' •> --;•' 

-oMacftiti&tto been (aid, and great ute was artfully made, 
4berfrfaofafmfte& >ac£onnt& which were received W the 1 1; 
SBfkHdthmuftV Bttiare* ? a compleat narrative' of that afFa 
wiittefei*y^Mr; Haffings himfelf, has lately beeh received 
t ihnnliaiia-hOttfe, I trofty that narrative* will be laid befi 

the BtoftriAbflvaftd totfie judgment of' his conftituentfe, a 
tamjasbtitra&ittge, Mr.- Battings contentedly, and with 'ph 
£trc v fafei*rte*}?s cortdtfd thrdufchbut that critical triitfi^io 

3d drmiw ^d <*,*>'■ . ' ■ •■■ * ; *' " <; » •• '« ' i-/'"'^ '.i 

-srt^^s^W/- '° -- i,: ;: **' ' ' AM A T1 ! C u 

3i«d jSauiio'i iiv/«"i;j- •■*' fu; <•> ». I ■ •(>» -. :u(>> 

aids n^d rfjud f VJ>*'*L. I'd's, -/:-; .j ' ^ «»1. •■ a* o. V'j V*' • 

s io bns f 3-xulsfu;}i> J *rf> ••> > x '*-" • -' •• " .■ V" \' h }l '' 1 /' 
.laornrnovo^ 2id ntoit ni:t" -jv." -v •: » » . ;**i.;i :r*-A nil* 
» -banurrft xo'3 .iM bnn j-hiuH . -iv :. - . ,... ;: J ,.i. -re, si uA u 
lo awftiniM oiaw yt>d + *wr!w u- cv; .•;•: y ■ • ^ oi ?.vi?.n. v- 
^YJriBluqoq ^o -^Tf-ifl 'j.'ni» * »>* »*••»! • .■ '.!•«''■'**■ , '.njnii^* • 

hliioa5rtTulnui. r ~v:'»t.i^>oJh •■>/..».»' "i» i "^:«- ^lii^c^ut •/'j r'-» . 
:r«o/9 3i ob ot 7*/*/ r » 1'iJ"* ^ ,;,ir ' ^«»""'i "Tj/* rlr/w j^j.'^Cf 'J.* 

.*>i3W-ei9iiLaim Vy^ >"'^' '-' f ; - « r ^ Jto " tl! -r" 1 ^. ° 1 bstummoo 
xo'l.iM 8B f ?^ru^r.ll ?W rci vldr^uovB* -nnm >'niriiot h^r^ 
ot ? noiisniSnT 7 -rf» »r • v'-. r-:-i -^t S— ..-"• • 
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Mr. JEdito*, 

A WRITER who calls himfelf Jfi^wfvm a Solent 
panegyrift of the prefent Governors of Bengal ; he pro* 
fcably 'finds it £&nvenient to beao; if -he cdniiuedv hWfetf fo 
hi* idol, his 'Worfbip flaould be never difturbed by «*e,< ( bft 
when he nefledfo on others, .who to my. certain Jurtw^odga oc* 
as far fuperior to that fortunate monarch of, Bengal as^jLefufmi 
parfon is to an illiterate parifh-clerk ; I can't forbesff attjnqpttU 
verting on it. » .. ■; •-. Vt ,- ,* j 

Mr. Haftings, like many others employed in that £93 j$ 46* 
Wpotyy was luckily in the way to preferment whftiv forttfljjb 
prefented two Minifters, who by dint of found and foltfLfeot* 
ions have p»ocured him the ft rongeft patronage rhe could 'wid% 
whereby, and by means of the diftra&ed ftate of this 'tofaff* 
tunate country, he has ruled the roaft near twekfe yeaft3.<Hj 
Bengal ; his fortune, fo far from not being ovengmwit, iakimtfi 
(though perhaps not to this eflayift) to be immeufe; as to: his 
negociation, refer to his concefiions to the King 6f Cuka£> 
bis appointment of a crack-brain'd European: (mow^ftA^rt^) 
to the command of Bengal reinforcement fent to .tb&UaftMr 
tic after the brave Bailey's defeat, which took ten fnontte ta 
Riarch one thoufand miles ; and to his laft affair with Che^fc 
Sing at Benares, the moft bungling affair, that dver was con- 
certed. In India, the Black Hole, and Patm mai&drefc ftpje 
to nothing when compared with it, and- let:Mfu H>* andnbts 
abettors ^o' their utmoft to conceal that, and the idpeadfel fcj* 
mine at Madrafs* ofccafionetf by* Salt Agencies, > and of kerftf- 
fifh unfeeling motives J there are thofc, who difdamingrftlfr 
hood and flittfery, will give the truth to thepubftc, whkh 
fure no h&nfcft man, or friend to hre country, can^afce ami6i> 

If you think proper ub pubJiih this, you may hfttri mere irotn 
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Ijtf Reply to a Letter iigned A Conjiant Reader % I teg feave 
toobfeirve, that as the writer. has not attempted to contro-* 
v Vert a fmgle h& contained in my former Letters, a very few 

Words from me will fuflice* 
• I'do fvot know, Mr. Editor, that. I have refined upon a 

ifingle individual. It is true, indeed, I have been under thfc 
rtteceffity of mentioning the names of Mr. Fox, M*< (Sregory* 
** Mr. Burled, General Smith, Sir Henry Fletcher, and the 

# lately ele&ed Director, Mr. Wilkinfon. Does he mean that 

theft Gentlemen, or any of them, are fuperior chara&ers to 
Mr. Haftings? It is well known they endeavoured, to the ut- 
imoft of their power to remove him from the Government of 
bengal $ but can he tell me* why they did not purfue the only 
^mutational mode of efjfe&ing it. after Commodore John- 
JfoHe had candidly afRired them, that the refolutipn which 
• they b6& forced through jz very thin Hon ft would be oppofed in 

LeadehhalKAreet ? I beg leave to ajfk this writer what pa- 
3totiage has been procured for Mr. Haftings, or by whom ? 
W*s he not fupported by his constituents the Indpendent Pro- 
prietary of Eaft-India flock ? Could this fupport have been 
pur chafed' by money? . The writer fays, Mr, ffaftings's for- 
tiinei^ kbowh-to be immenfe, . yet adds in the fame l^iie, that 
h* kn6ws ^nothing of the matter. The fevered enemies of 
Mr. Haftings/in ParHament, and at the IndU-ho^f?, have 
borriB ample teilimony to his integrity and abiUties* Here, 
thtfbv 1 mill* reft this point. until foms rpypo£ j3b»U be pro- 
dtwsed^ that his. fortune is cnojrmous* ,,J jh$l barely ok- 
farteitttvre$&<ta: tfcer fa&^bicfe are ^atfd; t)>at. Colonel 
Pearfe was fix months, not ten, in marching to Madras ; 
ftitHiea^uri hWve'bteh tEer^in four, if he hfed no< halted by 
orders from Sir Eyre Coote; that fo far from Mr. Haftings 

caufine: 
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caufiner a famine at Madras, Lord Macartney, and his Court-* 
cil, acknowledge in the warmeft terms in their letter to the 
Court of Directors, that they had received the moft effe&ual 
affiftance and fupport from Bengal ; that they had been amply 
fupplied with men, money, and provifions, by the Supreme 
Council. The narrative of the late tranfa&ions at Benares is 
at the lridia-houle ; it is, or ought to be open for the infpec- 
tion of the Proprietors, who will form their own judgment 
upon it. ' 
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